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ABOUT SOCIALIST RESURGENCE
Socialist Resurgence is a nationwide group of activists committed to the international liberation of workers and the oppressed. We strive to revitalize the anti-war, labor, anti-racist, feminist, student and other
social movements. In the process we hope to bring activists together from different backgrounds into a
revolutionary workers’ party that can successfully challenge the wealthy elite. Our ultimate goal is a truly
democratic society organized to satisfy human needs, rather than corporate greed.

WHAT WE FIGHT FOR:
1) Defend unions and workers’ rights to organize! For an
independent labor party based on a democratic, fighting labor movement!
2) Stop all deportations now! Amnesty now! Equal rights
for immigrants! No wall! No Muslim ban! No refugee ban!
Close the camps!
3) Black Lives Matter! Jail killer cops! Dismantle the racist
police and the criminal “justice” system!
4) Reparations and self-determination for African-Americans, Puerto Ricans, and all indigenous and colonized
communities!
5) Reproductive justice: Free, accessible contraception
and abortion on demand. For the right and the resources
to raise healthy children.
6) Quality free public child care and elder care for all,
24-7! Free education for a lifetime!
7) Free quality universal public health care now!

JOIN TODAY!

If you’re interested and want to
learn more contact us and find out
how you can become a member of
Socialist Resurgence. Join a dynamic and growing international revolutionary socialist movement!
Call or text our National Organizer,
John at 1-267-989-9035 or Email:
TheSocialistResurgence@gmail.com

8) Full civil and human rights for the LGBTQIA+
community!
9) For climate justice! Public ownership of the energy industry under workers’ and community control to achieve
emergency conversion to 100% renewable energy!
10) No U.S. military intervention abroad! Dismantle the
U.S. war machine! End U.S. aid to Israel! End the sanctions on Venezuela, Iran, and Cuba! For a democratic
secular Palestine!
11) For the full integration of disabled people into social,
political, and economic life, and for the abolition of the
conditions that create disability!
12) Public ownership, under workers’ control, of big industry, transport, and the banks! No support for Democrats and Republicans! For a workers’ government and
a planned economy—for socialism!

PUERTO RICO: THE
DIASPORA IN STRUGGLE

MAY 26 @ 6PM

Online event, featured
speaker: Johanna Fernandez
Fernandez is the author of “The Young
Lords: A Radical History” and an assistant professor of history at Baruch
College. Join Socialist Resurgence for
a discussion of this history and the ongoing activism against United States
domination of Puerto Rican people.
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JUSTICE FOR GEORGE FLOYD:
PUT THE SYSTEM ON TRIAL!
TRIAL!

By JOHN LESLIE
The 2020 murder of George Floyd, a police lynching that
went viral on social media, sparked a months-long 2020 rebellion that terrified the ruling class. This rebellion was the
result of decades of police abuse and murder, mass incarceration, and the rising tide of white supremacy. The murder of
George Floyd lit the match, but the situation was nothing new.
From Trayvon Martin and Michael Brown to Sandra Bland and
Breonna Taylor, there is no justice for Black and Brown people
in the U.S. criminal injustice system.
The fact that brutality and racism is endemic to police
operations was reiterated on Sunday, April 11, when police
gunned down Daunte Wright, a 20-year-old Black man, in a
Minneapolis suburb. During a traffic stop, ostensibly for expired vehicle registration, cops shot him as he attempted to
reenter his vehicle. With uncharacteristic swiftness due to
the charged situation in Minneapolis, police released body
cam footage of the shooting. The video showed the officer,
Kim Potter, a white 26-year police veteran, holding a handgun
and shouting “taser, taser, taser” before shooting. Officials are
claiming that the shooting was an “accident,” but given the
significant differences in appearance, weight, and feel of the
two weapons, their explanation strains the imagination. The
killing has re-ignited protests; the state sent in the National
Guard in response to “growing unrest,” as hundreds protested
this latest outrage.
The shooting of Daunte Wright coincided with the trial
of George Floyd’s murderer, Derek Chauvin, in nearby Minneapolis. The trial exposes the way the system routinely fails
to hold killer cops accountable. The defense has done everything in its power to characterize George Floyd as a dangerous
drug-addicted thug, while playing on Mr. Floyd’s size to justify
the use of force. The stereotype is that large Black men are
dangerous and hard to control. According to researcher Anna
Mollow (Philadelphia Inquirer, April 11, 2021), “I would, indeed, say that the defense’s comments about George Floyd’s
size do draw upon, and do recirculate, stereotypes of Black
people as possessing superhuman physical strength while
at the same time calling up dehumanizing stereotypes about
Black people’s supposed moral and intellectual inferiority.”
The witnesses on the street were portrayed by the defense
as an angry mob that made Chauvin fear for his life.

This lines up with the usual practice of vilifying the victims of
cop violence.
What is different in this trial is the parade of police testifying against Chauvin for his violation of use of force rules and
ignoring his training in how to de-escalate situations involving interactions with people in crisis. The chief medical examiner of Hennepin County, Dr. Andrew Baker, testified that the
pressure of George Floyd’s neck “was just more than Mr. Floyd
could take” given his underlying heart condition.
Police are the enforcers of the capitalist class and the system of exploitation and oppression that capitalism rests on.
It is the mass explosion of millions of workers, the oppressed
and youth demanding justice for George Floyd, that led to the
criminal prosecution of Chauvin. What this represents is not a
sudden thirst for justice from the system, but the calculation
that sacrificing Chauvin, a temporary break in the blue wall of
silence, will stave off the threat of more rebellions.
The meaning of the Chauvin trial, whether he is found
guilty or not, is that the system shields cops from the consequences of their misdeeds. Cops serve the interests of the
ruling class. Cop “unions” support murderous cops no matter
what, offering refuge behind the so-called “blue wall.” The
repressive forces of the state ultimately cannot be reformed.
They must be dismantled root and branch and replaced with
defense guards based on organizations of the oppressed and
exploited.

NEW PAMPHLET!

		

“Justice for George Floyd and
the Fight Against Police Terror”
The police murder of George
Floyd sparked a nation-wide rebellion led by Black youth that
took to the streets against killer
cops and a racist system.
SocialistResurgence.org
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LESSONS OF THE AMAZON UNION ELECTION:
ONE STEP FORWARD, TWO STEPS BACK
By ERWIN FREED and ERNIE GOTTA
A year of uneven but continuous mobilizations throw light
on the social situation in which the workers at the BHM1 warehouse in Bessemer, Ala., moved to organize their shop. Roughly
six months after publicly filing for a union election, initial vote
counts suggest a total of 1798 against 738 for the union. The
poor showing is a reflection of a number of elements, including
illegal tactics by the company, a staff-focused organizing model,
and the class-collaborationist policy of union tops.
All the same, capitalism’s crises in the heart of U.S. imperialism are molding a growing resistance to the status quo. All that
is necessary to start a social explosion are decisive victories for
working and oppressed people to show that striking out on our
own, using the fundamental methods of class struggle, is possible.
While this particular organizing drive did not succeed in
bringing a Retail, Wholesale and, Department Store Union
(RWDSU) local to the warehouse in Bessemer, the lessons of the
effort are essential to understand for this next period. On the
level of basic trade unionism, this drive shows three interrelated conditions that need to be addressed as working-class militants continue to fight for representation and organization on
the shop floor.
The first is the huge amount of money, resources, and political capital that big businesses are willing and able to throw
into union busting campaigns. Amazon surveilled workers,
forced them into endless anti-union meetings, and leveraged
the local government to aid its efforts. That means “inoculating”
co-workers against common tricks of the bosses from the very
beginning.
Second is the need to live up to the adage that workers must
organize themselves. A union contract is important, but without
an active rank and file willing to struggle for better conditions,
it is just so many words on a piece of paper. The Bessemer drive
was a perfect example of how not to adhere to this basic concept. Instead of maintaining a high level of activity by workers
from the shop, the union bureaucracy substituted its own intervention.
Last is that capitalist politicians may speak in support of
a union, but the only thing that can actually win it is the force
of the organized working class. The two-faced support from
members of both major parties, including the president of the
United States and prominent Republicans, did nothing for the
campaign. Labor has maintained a strategy based on cultivating relationships with these betrayers of the working class in
the hopes of “getting a seat at the table” or turning the tide in
their advantage. Bessemer should put a nail in this perspective’s
coffin.
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The organizing drive at Bessemer is the latest outcropping of a growing class consciousness. At the same time, major
explosions—including the 2014 BLM upsurge and People’s Climate March, 2016-2017 NoDAPL occupation and national solidarity campaigns, 2017 womens’ march, 2018 teachers’ strike
wave, grassroot successes against government deportations,
and 2020 uprising sparked by George Floyd’s murder—serve as
dramatic examples of the growing reaction against capitalism’s
spiraling crises. On the whole, organized labor has abstained
from all of these mass movements.
In order to really win victories in this period, workers need
to position themselves and their organizations as the leaders in
all of the fights against capitalist oppression. This means developing a program and strategy capable of coordinating not only
national organizing campaigns but also giving a vision for reorganizing society to meet basic needs and fight oppression. It
is up to the unions—that is to say, the 14.3 million organized
workers in this country—to connect these seemingly disparate
elements. The AFL-CIO has an opportunity to become a nationwide organizing space against all of the mechanisms of exploitation and oppression rooted in capitalist society.
The main takeaway for organizers of the Bessemer drive,
as well as the most successful mass movements in the recent
period, is the necessity to maintain a high level of organization
and militancy in future labor efforts. The priority of building
real rank-and-file, militant, and democratically run organizing
drives has been shelved in favor of corporate campaigns, boycotts, and legislative efforts that appeal to the moral judgment
of the capitalists and politicians. This is a losing strategy. Ceding formal unionization of the rank-and-file in favor of “putting
pressure on decision makers” moves the fight from where workers have power, in the shops, to the bosses’ home turf.
The Democratic Party has been talking up its “pro-labor”
credentials in this recent period. Coming out in favor of the
workers at BH1M was a win-win for the Democrats. On the one
hand, they had good assurances that the campaign would not be
a success, due to the poor strategy of the union bureaucracy and
lack of militant leadership. On the other, they got a huge amount
of press in the vein of calling Joe Biden the most “pro-labor”
president ever. To put icing on the cake, Jeff Bezos has voiced
support for Biden’s infrastructure plan and “raising” the corporate tax rate.
In order to maintain the traditional abusive relationship
between union bureaucrats, bourgeois politicians, and rankand-file workers, the Democrats are putting forward their “left”
flank in both personality and posture. This tactical positioning
is a time-tested means of renewing trust in the ruling-class political game.
“Amazon” cont. pg 5
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Unfortunately, a large number of individuals and organizations who consider themseves socialists are falling into the trap,
calling for “critical support” to Democratic candidates and even entering the Democratic Party.
The objective crises of capitalism are generating periodic struggle. While the organizing drive at BHM1 has not won representation, the attempt to formally organize an entire Amazon warehouse is unprecedented in the U.S. There is now proof that even
after a multi-million-dollar anti-union campaign, hundreds of workers still voted for unionization. These strongly pro-union
sections of the workplace exist in every shop. The task for this period is transforming these forces from passive supporters to
active builders of a class-struggle left wing within the labor movement.
With this perspective, the next Amazon drive has the potential to not only be a success, but also be part of a general step
forward by the entire labor movement. The lessons of Bessemer must recognize the danger of limiting organizing activities to
single shops, and the weaknesses of individual campaigns. In order to maintain the broader vision of what is to be done, the
workers’ movement, and especially its leadership, need to extend their scope and organizations to the national and even international levels.
A longer version of this article can be found at: socialistresurgence.org/2021/04/12/lessons-of-amazon-union-vote-one-stepforward-two-steps-back/

MUMIA ABU JAMAL: THE BEST
TREATMENT IS FREEDOM
By JOHN LESLIE
Political prisoner and journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal has been
imprisoned for close to 40 years. Now, with multiple health
conditions, he faces the threat of death by medical neglect. The
coronavirus has run wild in the prison system, and Mumia tested positive for COVID-19 at the beginning of March.
As Socialist Resurgence goes to press, Mumia faces yet another
health crisis. Supporters report that Mumia is scheduled to undergo emergency heart surgery. At a news conference on April
15, 2021, supporters demanded: “(1) Before surgery, Mumia be
allowed to call his wife, Wadiya Jamal; his longtime supporter
Pam Africa; his chosen doctor, Dr. Ricardo Alvarez; and his Spiritual Advisor, Mark Taylor; (2) Mumia not be shackled to his hospital bed, as is the rule in Pennsylvania and across the United
States; (3) Mumia, an innocent man, be immediately released
from prison.”
Speaking during the news conference, Wadiya Jamal demanded to know the whereabouts of her husband. The Pennsylvania prison system seems bent on letting Mumia die without
proper treatment or contact with family and supporters.
Dr. Johanna Fernandez said, “Mumia Abu-Jamal is part of
a generation of Black radicals who were imprisoned and given draconian sentences for standing up against empire in the
1960s. And their imprisonment is about punishing resistance
and ... making an example for others to see what might happen
to you if you dare to fight.”
The COVID-19 crisis highlights the plight of elder prisoners,
including political prisoners like Mumia, Sundiata Acoli, Russell
Maroon Shoatz, and Leonard Peltier. The movement must demand their immediate and unconditional release. In Mumia’s
legal battles, it has been demonstrated time and again that his
arrest and conviction were a frame-up by cops, corrupt prosecutors, and a racist criminal injustice system. Evidence was manufactured, witnesses lied on the stand, and cops lied—alleging
that Mumia confessed in the hospital.

Evidence was manufactured,
witnesses lied on the stand, and
cops lied—alleging that Mumia
confessed in the hospital.
There are more than 24 constitutional violations in Mumia’s
case, but the Pennsylvania Supreme Court has so far refused to
hear any of these.
The state Supreme Court rejection of the “King’s Bench” petition
by Maureen Faulkner, the widow of Officer Daniel Faulkner, puts
the case back under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Superior Court, where Common Pleas Court Judge Leon Tucker ruled,
in December 2018, in favor of Mumia, under the Williams v.
Pennsylvania decision, citing former District Attorney Ron Castille’s “lack of impartiality” and “the appearance of bias” in his
handling of the case.
Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner, a so-called
progressive, has refused to take a stand for Mumia’s freedom.
On Feb. 3, 2021, Krasner filed a prosecution response in opposition to any appeal by Mumia, stating that Mumia should remain
in prison for life. Krasner is seeking reelection with the support
of liberals and house-broken socialists. He should be compelled
to reverse his biased stance.
Mumia’s current crisis means that defense supporters cannot wait for the pursuit of legal remedies in court. It was the
mass movement that helped keep the pressure on the state,
first winning the commutation of Mumia’s death sentence, and
then ensuring that Mumia received medical attention during his
struggle with Hepatitis C.
Hundreds of thousands of Black and Brown people languish
in U.S. capitalism’s gulags—many for minor drug offenses or
crimes that would not exist if the system itself didn’t thrive on
the poverty and misery of the many. Politicians offer lip service,
but offer no real action to address mass incarceration, police violence, or deep social and economic inequality.

SAY HER NAME: Jaida Peterson!
Justice for Jaida, a 29-year-old Black transgender woman who was killed
on April 4 in Charlotte, N.C. Already, at least14 transgender or gender
non-conforming people have been killed in 2021. Trans liberation now!
SocialistResurgence.org
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Women in Poland strike for abortion rights in 2020
“Reproductive Rights” cont. from page 8
...march, tomorrow we vote!” Their

goal was to turn an urgent
struggle against a reactionary president and what already was
two decades of attacks on abortion rights into an opportunist
cooptation for electoral aims.
The Democratic Party produced the illusion that working-class, Black, and immigrant women’s aspirations, many reflected in the Women’s March, would be fulfilled by the Biden
administration without the need to continue and escalate mass
action. And indeed, Biden has promised to propose a “public
option to the Affordable Care Act” that would cover access to
preventive care, contraceptives, and abortion, to repeal the
Hyde Amendment, and finally to codify Roe v. Wade through a
law passed in Congress in order to stop/annul the TRAP laws.
So far, he has not done any of this.
Legislative ping-pong vs. class struggle
Biden’s plan sounds great, with the small caveat that we
have heard this all before and it never happens, much like the
promise of a new labor law to make collective bargaining the
rule of all workplaces and expand union power, or the promise
to give a path to full citizenship to all immigrants. It will not
pass because you need to pass all of these reforms through both
houses, and you always have some Democrats who side with
Republicans to block it.
The Democrats know this, so why do they present unpassable bills in the first place? To woo and retain their base of support among the working class and the oppressed, to prevent
splits to the left as people realize the priorities of the party lie
with big capital, to be able to maintain their liberal credentials
while shifting the blame for failure on the Republicans. The
Democrats are unwilling to do what it truly takes to pass and
make effective any of these rights—convoke mass mobilizations and strikes.
In Argentina, where the supposedly “left” Peronist deputies
blocked the abortion rights law in the Senate, the Senate had
to concede to the law because of tremendous public pressure.
Tens of thousands of women camped outside the Senate house
during the debate and vote, after having organized huge strikes
in the country. In the U.S., unless we mount equivalent pressure,
we will not secure and make abortion rights free and on demand for every woman regardless of their income, race, nationality or other factors.
Securing effective abortion, labor, citizenship and other
rights cannot depend on electing more “progressive” Democrats to Congress or the White House, or hoping for amenable
Supreme Court judges; the history of the U.S. shows us that
the entire regime, not just specific politicians, is deeply committed to unchallenged capitalist rule. This is why, as in 1973,
any legal “victory” under Biden would remain again a formal
right, a right on paper, only for the minority of women who
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are rich, bourgeois, and upper middle class. Only through a real
mass mobilization, with millions of women in the streets, like in
Argentina, joined by the unions and other class organizations,
can the working class make our rights a material reality—free,
on demand abortion and full reproductive rights, linked to single-payer health care.
Women’s reproductive rights and the fight for socialism
Capitalism transformed and re-appropriated previous patriarchal relations and the family itself into class relations of property ownership, and used women’s oppression to extract more
labor (through unpaid household labor or the wage gender gap,
for example) that benefits the tiny minority that owns all means
of production and land. In our bourgeois societies, women’s
bodies have become commodified and devalued; they can belong to someone else, they can be bought and sold, they can be
used to advertise, they can be rented, they can be beaten, raped,
and even killed. The fight for free abortion on demand is also a
political fight against this process of domination and commodification of women’s bodies. It is not the fight to “own” our bodies
as private property; it is the fight to extract our bodies and our
social relations from those relations of exchange and property
that dehumanizes us.
Yet the fight for full reproductive rights, including abortion
and socialized health care, touches upon an even bigger issue of
the capitalist political economy: the reproduction of labor power—that is, the reproduction of the working class. Capitalism
needs workers to produce all kinds of commodities and make
profits, and it has socialized most human labor to the wage system to make sure it is exploited accordingly. However, it has only
socialized very partially the vast amount of labor needed to reproduce the workforce. In order to reproduce the workforce, it
relies on the institution of the family, on gender roles, and above
all on the unpaid labor of all working-class women: the labor of
biological reproduction and of social reproduction used in the
care of children, the ill, and elders, and of household labor such
as provisioning, cooking, and cleaning.
The abortion fight is in fact a class fight over who controls
the reproductive power of the working class: the ruling class
and the state, or working-class women and their families—our
class. The capitalist system wants to have it both ways—it wants
women to have children to reproduce the labor force (so it heavily regulates reproductive rights) but it does not want to pay fully for the cost of social reproduction of labor power!
Socialists see the fight for free abortion on demand as a
two-fold struggle: It is both about the political affirmation of
women as independent and autonomous political subjects who
can and should decide on their own whether or not to have a
baby, but it is also a fight for the working class, for working-class
families (and there are many models of the family our class has
developed) need socialized reproductive care free of exploitation. The fight for reproductive rights is connected to the fight
for socialized medicine and socialized social care. It can only be
resolved in a new economy that will reorganize both productive
and reproductive labor, free of exploitation and oppression, a
socialist economy with workers’ democracy and equal participation and rights for men, women, and non-binary people.
We do not think that working-class women and our class as
a whole can win this kind of freedom, which is a higher material and political freedom, by simply relying on the Democratic
Party to pass some watered down reforms. The only way to win
is to take it to the streets, not only women and LGBTQI people,
but working people as a whole. Women’s reproductive rights are
also the rights of working-class families to planned parenthood,
health care, and education. This fight needs to be taken up by
all labor and community organizations and youth... Cont. pg. 7
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UNION ELECTRICIAN SAYS, “NO TO THE KILLINGLY FRACKED GAS POWER PLANT!”
By MIKE PINHO
Mike is a union electrician and member of IBEW Local 90. He
gave the following remarks on behalf of the Connecticut Workers
Crisis Response during a virtual rally on Feb. 27 to stop the Killingly fracked gas power plant.
Good day, everyone. I want to thank everyone who came
out and the organizers for giving me a moment to share a few
words.
Despite the damning evidence that we’re in the midst of
climate change and almost certainly headed towards the point
of no return, the capitalists and their lap dogs continue to steer
us down the road to ruin. Connecticut does not need another
gas-fired plant. Any further expansion of gas infrastructure is a
move in the wrong direction.
As an energy exporter, it makes no sense to construct a
power plant that relies on fracked gas imported across miles
of pipeline, endangering the land and communities they pass.
This plant is a glaring example of the contradictions placed on
our shoulders. For example, a few years ago, I reluctantly took
a job to work on the Towantic gas plant in Oxford. It wasn’t a
good feeling having to walk up that hill knowing I was helping
to construct an energy plant that would contribute to negatively
impacting our environment. A lot about that project didn’t make
sense to me, as much of the energy generated at that plant was
to be exported to our neighbors in Rhode Island. But more so,
why are we increasing our dependence on fossil fuels?
As reluctant as I was, I was in a tough position. My wife and
I were expecting a child and I was broke. I share that to say, as
workers, we shouldn’t be forced to choose between a paycheck
and our future. We shouldn’t have to decide between financial
stability and a sustainable planet for our children and the generations that follow.
It’s precisely because of these contradictions that I’m here

today. Climate change affects us all, but those most impacted will
be workers and their families. And we are already dealing with
the repercussions of climate change—especially folks in Black
and Brown communities who’ve been impacted by decades of
environmental racism.
I’ve watched places like the Lower Ninth Ward in New Orleans and Puerto Rico, which were battered by what were supposedly once in a lifetime storms that occur with ever more frequency. And even more recently, we look to Texas, where a freak
winter storm coupled with deregulation and deliberate unpreparedness crippled the state. Many were left without power
during a crucial time that resulted in the loss of life.
That’s why now more than ever we need a mass movement
of labor, climate activists, and communities most impacted by
environmental racism. We need a movement that stands in solidarity with Indigenous communities actively fighting the Line 3
pipeline in Wisconsin. We need a movement to fight for a rapid
just transition away from fossil fuels and full democratic control of our energy resources. In that way, decisions to save a few
bucks over the lives of working people cannot happen again.
We in CWCR [Connecticut Workers Crisis Response] say:
“No to the Killingly fracked gas power plant! No new fracked gas
infrastructure! End all environmental racism!”

“Reproductive Rights” cont.
...groups, and it needs to link up with other existing struggles, integrating openly anti-racist and ecological demands.

Women have marched in big numbers in the last few years. Last year in Spain and Argentina, they organized and led two of the
largest strikes in history, uniting waged and unwaged workers, working people of all genders, and pressuring unions from below
to stop work for political demands of equality and freedom. In Argentina, a historic victory was won, although the mobilization
must continue to secure its implementation and defense. The new wave of women’s strikes and class struggle is showing us the
way to defend our rights. Now it is time to follow the lead of our sisters in Latin America and Europe, and to move beyond marches,
organizing mass strikes for women’s rights. Only then will we have the power to win!
A longer version of this article can be found at: https://socialistresurgence.org/2021/04/13/securing-and-expanding-womens-reproductive-rights-in-the-u-s/
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SECURING AND EXPANDING WOMEN’S
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS IN THE U.S.

Women in Argentina celebrate after winning a long fight to legalize abortion. Their movement highlights the way forward!

By FLORENCE OPPEN
The author is a member of Workers’ Voice
Abortion rights and women’s reproductive rights have been
progressively eroded in the U.S. for the last 30 years. In many
states reproductive rights have already been vastly restricted by
the religious right and state legislatures. The Supreme Court has
a series of cases coming up, promoted by religious conservative
groups and the Republican Party, that could undermine or even
overturn Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court ruling that guarantees women’s access to abortion.
The Biden administration has promised to secure women’s
rights that are under attack. However, if the neoliberal period
has taught us anything, it is that the social and democratic rights
we thought were won and “secured” via mass struggle can, in
the absence of struggle, be easily emptied or taken away. There
has been no durable progress in securing and expanding access to reproductive rights in the U.S., including abortion rights,
without the independent mass action of women, and in particular working-class, Black, and immigrant women.
As we learned in the United States in the 1970s and again in
Argentina in 2020, mass independent action is the only way to
win rights, to have a say on how laws are crafted, and to make
sure they don’t remain empty words. Mass independent action
includes continuing the mobilization after winning rights so
that material resources are provided to guarantee them and that
access is unrestricted.
Women’s reproductive rights in the U.S. today
Since 1973, over 1900 abortion restrictions have been
passed. About a third of these have been passed since 2011. This
in itself is not an innovation: state abortion bans or TRAP laws
(Targeted Restrictions on Abortion Providers) have been on the
rise in half of the country since 2001.
Roe v. Wade in 1973 was a huge step forward. It was the
result of mass mobilization, although it was expressed indirectly via a court decision and not through a law in Congress. This
meant, concretely, that neither of the two major parties had to
campaign over or even commit to defending abortion and reproductive rights, leaving this key matter in the hands of one of
the least democratic institutions of the country. This has framed
the fate of abortion rights and shaped its limitations, in that the
liberal leadership of the women’s movement has focused almost
exclusively on the pursuit of amicable Supreme Court nominees
and members of Congress, as opposed to organizing an independent movement in the streets.
Indeed, 20 years later, when the mass movement had receded, a second key ruling of the highest court, Planned Parenthood
v. Casey in 1992, argued that states could place restrictions on
abortion as long as they do not create an “undue burden” on a
woman’s right to abortion, making the question of “undue burden” another matter of interpretation. This new ruling weakened the practical meaning of Roe v. Wade and opened the way
for more than a thousand bans and restrictions filed at the state

level since then:
● 45 states allow individual health care providers to refuse
to participate in an abortion
● 42 states allow institutions to refuse to perform abortions
● 18 states mandate that women be given counseling
before an abortion
● 27 states require a woman seeking an abortion to wait
a specified period of time, usually 24 hours, between when she
receives counseling and the procedure is performed
● 14 of these states have laws that effectively require the
woman to make two separate trips to the clinic to obtain the
procedure
Such restrictions have led to the closing of many abortion
clinics, and as of 2014, 90 percent of U.S. counties do not have
an abortion clinic. While there are 2300-3500 crisis pregnancy centers spread across the United States, there are only 1800
abortion clinics.
These developments have been successful in restricting
abortion rights: Today 53 percent of women live in a county
where there is no abortion clinic, making the right to abortion
into a mere abstraction for the majority. This, however, is just
the tip of the iceberg of a larger strategy. According to the Washington Post (Feb. 15, 2019), “In the pipeline are at least 20 lawsuits, in various stages of judicial review, that have the potential
to be decided in ways that could significantly change the rights
laid out in the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling.”
How to secure reproductive rights?
Many women voted for Biden hoping he would protect their
reproductive rights, as he promised to do during his presidential campaign—despite the fact that Biden is a devout Catholic
and has opposed abortion most of his career. Let’s recall Biden’s
strong support for the Hyde Amendment, which prohibits the
use of federal money to pay for abortions through Medicaid except in very few cases (incest and rape), a measure he defended
until 2019, when he decided to run for the 2020 presidential
election.
We can also look at what the Democratic Party has done even
in recent years in relation to women’s rights—demobilization
and cooptation. We all remember the impressive, big, historic
Women’s March of Jan. 20, 2017, after the election of Trump.
Yet this march did not result in the beginning of an independent
women’s movement like those in Argentina, Chile, or Spain.
It was very quickly coopted by Democratic Party officials and
their non-profit and corporate allies.
First, they made sure to keep the march an “annual celebration” instead of turning it into a movement; they refused to
mobilize for March 8 (International Working Women’s Day), as
many rank-and-file sectors demanded; and they did not set further meetings to organize participants and discuss strategy and
demands. Second, they channeled all the subsequent demonstrations, which were increasingly smaller, to the ballot box; in
2018, their slogan was, “Today we...“Reproductive Rights” Cont. pg 6
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