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ABOUT SOCIALIST RESURGENCE
Socialist Resurgence is a nationwide group of activists committed to the international liberation of workers and the oppressed. We strive to revitalize the anti-war, labor, anti-racist, feminist, student and other
social movements. In the process we hope to bring activists together from different backgrounds into a
revolutionary workers’ party that can successfully challenge the wealthy elite. Our ultimate goal is a truly
democratic society organized to satisfy human needs, rather than corporate greed.

WHAT WE FIGHT FOR:
1) Defend unions and workers’ rights to organize! For an
independent labor party based on a democratic, fighting labor movement!
2) Stop all deportations now! Amnesty now! Equal rights
for immigrants! No wall! No Muslim ban! No refugee ban!
Close the camps!
3) Black Lives Matter! Jail killer cops! Dismantle the racist
police and the criminal “justice” system!
4) Reparations and self-determination for African-Americans, Puerto Ricans, and all indigenous and colonized
communities!
5) Reproductive justice: Free, accessible contraception
and abortion on demand. For the right and the resources
to raise healthy children.
6) Quality free public child care and elder care for all,
24-7! Free education for a lifetime!

8) Full civil and human rights for the LGBTQIA+
community!
9) For climate justice! Public ownership of the energy industry under workers’ and community control to achieve
emergency conversion to 100% renewable energy!
10) No U.S. military intervention abroad! Dismantle the
U.S. war machine! End U.S. aid to Israel! End the sanctions on Venezuela, Iran, and Cuba! For a democratic
secular Palestine!
11) For the full integration of disabled people into social,
political, and economic life, and for the abolition of the
conditions that create disability!
12) Public ownership, under workers’ control, of big industry, transport, and the banks! No support for Democrats and Republicans! For a workers’ government and
a planned economy—for socialism!

7) Free quality universal public health care now!

JOIN TODAY!
Contact us if you want to learn more
about Socialist Resurgence and how
to join.
Call or text our National Organizer,
John, at 1-267-989-9035 or Email:
TheSocialistResurgence@gmail.com
SocialistResurgence.org

We hold an introduction to socialism class, by invitation
on Zoom, with recommended readings. Sign up with our
QR code to learn about dates, times, and topics. Or email:
TheSocialistResurgence@gmail.com
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PA L E ST I N E : C E A S E F I R E D E C L A R E D
B U T I S RA E L I O C C U PAT I O N C O N T I N U E S

2,500 march in Philadelphia in solidarity with Palestine on May 22, 2021. (@Grabyerpitchforks / SR / Instagram)

By ERWIN FREED
On May 20, Hamas and the Israeli government agreed to a
ceasefire. The major force behind it was the mass movement of
Palestinians and their supporters worldwide.
However, a “ceasefire” in a military occupation is an impossibility. Israel still controls all of historic Palestine and the Golan
Heights through an apartheid system upheld by military violence and police dictatorship. As hundreds of thousands have
chanted over the last weeks, “There is no peace on stolen land.”
In the days since frontal military actions ended, Israel has gone
on a political offensive against Palestinians, arresting hundreds
in Jerusalem, Lydda (Lod), and the Occupied Territories. Only 10
hours after the ceasefire was declared, Israeli police attacked
worshippers and journalists at the Al Aqsa mosque. In Jaffa,
police set up checkpoints and roadblocks targeting Palestinian
residents and neighborhoods, mirroring the apartheid system
in the West Bank.
During its 11-day barrage against Gaza, Israel killed at least
260 Palestinians, including 65 children. And yet, the Israeli state
was quick to throw the blanket charge of “terrorism” on Palestinian protesters. In reality, the violence came overwhelmingly from Zionist lynch mobs, shouting “Death to Arabs” as they
roamed the streets of cities like Lydda with the aid of the police. Members of one Zionist group infamously stated in internal
Telegram discussion,“Today we are Nazis.”
In the face of extreme repression from Israeli settlers and their
state, Palestinians have stood resolutely for justice. The mass
protests in defense of Al Aqsa mosque, against ethnic cleansing in the Sheik Jarrah district of East Jerusalem, and to end the
bombing in Gaza have become a unified movement with the
deepest penetration into Israeli territory since at least the Second Intifada (2000 until 2005).
One of the most significant developments was the use of the
strike tactic as a weapon for national liberation. Hundreds of
thousands of Palestinian workers in Israel, Jerusalem, and the
West Bank carried out a general strike on May 18. Despite the
Zionist goal of replacing Palestinian labor with purely Jewish
labor, the general strike cost Israeli capitalists tens of millions
of dollars over just one day. Fear of an extension of the strike,
and the international ruling class’s understanding of the inspirational effect it would have for workers everywhere, was likely

a major reason Netanyahu agreed to a cease-fire two days later.
International solidarity
Hundreds of thousands of people went into the streets all over
the world to demand justice for Palestine. Many converged on
May 15, the first weekend day during the escalation, which happened to also be Nakba Day. Over 100,000 demonstrated in the
streets of London.
For the first time in generations, thousands of Palestinian refugees and supporters in Jordan breached the border with the
West Bank, marking a historic escalation in the fight for the right
to return. Solidarity slogans emerged all over the world, including in Kashmir with a mural stating, “We are Palestine.” Yemeni
and Iraqi workers, suffering under their own military occupations, came out in their thousands in inspirational examples of
resilience and militancy.
Paralleling the dynamic that took hold during the Justice for
George Floyd upsurge last summer, emergency demonstrations
were quickly organized all over the United States. Often these
were the largest—or even the first major actions—to have ever
taken place in those areas.
Significantly, labor organizations have come out in support of
Palestine and Boycott, Divestment, Sanction (BDS) campaigns.
At their May 19 delegates assembly, teachers with United Educators of San Francisco became the first educators union to endorse BDS. The Graduate Employees Organization, United Auto
Workers Local 3550, at the University of Michigan also passed
a resolution in support of Palestine, as well as participating as a
contingent in local demonstrations.
Biden blues: Democratic Party against Palestine
Joe Biden was posed by many as the “lesser evil” in the 2020
election. His unabashed support for Israel is yet another example
of how deeply flawed that perspective was. Biden is a representative of U.S. imperialism, and U.S. foreign policy is fundamentally dependent on maintaining the existence of Israel as a close ally
in the Middle East.
Biden is well aware and supportive of this relationship. In 2013,
he told a J Street conference, “If there were not an Israel, [the
U.S.] would have to invent one to make sure our interests were
preserved.” He was also a part of the... Continued on page 7
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A F T E R T H E G E O RG E F LOY D M U R D E R :
R E F L E C T I O N S O N A Y E A R O F U P S U RG E
Photo: Marching in Minneapolis on May 23, 2021, to mark the anniversary of George Floyd’s death. (Christian Monterrosa / AP)

By VINNY GROSSMAN

G

eorge Floyd was murdered in broad daylight by Minneapolis police officers on May 25, 2020. Derek Chauvin’s knee
remained on his neck for nine minutes and 29 seconds as
three other officers assisted in lynching Floyd. In the year since
Floyd’s murder, tens of millions of people from all sectors of U.S.
society protested in the streets, in their workplaces, and in any
way they could. The summer of 2020 was a moment of massive
consciousness shifting that affected virtually every corner of
American life.
The ruling class was taken by surprise at the social explosion.
Already exposed as totally incapable of solving the COVID health
crisis, members of both parties were thrown off balance as they
attempted to relate to the movement and bring it under their
control. Their response was to try to speak in the language of the
developing movement while also violently suppressing it. One
of the ongoing legacies of the Justice for George movement has
been an increasing embrace of “abolitionism” by a section of the
Democratic Party establishment.
To jail a killer cop
Derek Chauvin faced a triple conviction on April 20, slightly under 11 months after he murdered Floyd. He is one of only a handful of killer cops to face charges, let alone be convicted. Since
George Floyd’s death, at least 1068 people, or about three per
day, have been killed by police in the United States. Only eight officers have been convicted for murder since 2005, despite killing
at least 15,000 people in that time.
The entire “criminal justice” system rests on cops remaining
outside of the law. Policing everywhere is fundamentally based
on using violence to uphold capitalist exploitation. By extension
and by design, this also means maintaining the historic systems
of racialized, gendered, and anti-Indigenous terror that are the
cornerstones of the U.S. economy.
The contradictory and biased concept of “justice” in capitalist
society has class divisions at its core. The ruling class, which lives
by exploiting working people, defines not only the laws but also
the “common sense” moral system. Millions of working and oppressed people menaced by police terror would benefit if real
accountability measures were applied to stop cop violence. However, the relatively few people whose ownership of the means
of production and financial system puts them in control of society depend on maintaining the systems of oppression and the
cops who uphold them. Violent policing enhances the ability of
capitalism to quickly take in and spit out workers who are made
precarious through criminalization or priced out of their homes
to make room for speculation.
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The only force that can effectively discipline the police is a mobilized working class. That was shown by the mass movement
that was required for Chauvin to be charged. As described above,
virtually all killer cops get off scot free. It took over 20 million
people in the streets, some for months on end, and the threat of
the mask being totally torn off bourgeois “justice,” for just one
cop to be convicted. Chauvin was sacrificed by the ruling authorities in order to save themselves.
One step forward
An important legacy of the George Floyd upsurge was the dynamic from below, which gave life to actions and conversations
on Black oppression and penetrated all spheres of social life.
There were walkouts in the NBA and WNBA; support for kneeling for the flag in the NFL; an explosion of “Black at” Instagram
pages; and thousands of professional, academic, casual, formal,
and all other organizations making anti-racist statements with a
sincerity and vision never before seen.
In the Black community itself, young women and queer people have launched online Black book clubs and other consciousness-raising organizations. Libraries, schools, and publications
of all kinds took on the responsibility to publish bibliographies
and documentaries that fed the sudden craving to understand
the Black struggle in the United States.
The rapid exposure of and mainstreaming discussion about
Black oppression as a systemic crisis that is fundamental to U.S.
society reverberated quickly in two important directions. One
was instigating labor action both by Black workers specifically
and by all workers against Black oppression. An important example was the union drive at Amazon in Bessemer, Ala., which
is a majority Black shop. Rank-and-file leaders in the drive acknowledged one of the catalyzing factors as the Justice for
George Floyd/Black Lives Matter movement.
Another important legacy of the upsurge is the understanding,
won through struggle, that fighting injustice requires bringing as
many people as possible into the streets. Any concessions wrested from the ruling class were clearly a product of mass demonstrations showcasing the power of working people. The recent,
totally unprecedented movement calling for an end to U.S. aid to
Israel and a free Palestine is a product of these experiences.
Two steps back
While there is an objectively higher level of consciousness
and combativity among many workers and young people, no
leadership capable of connecting the national movements has
emerged. In place of mass organizations of struggle, the misleadership of the Democratic Party remains intact. Democratic Party
politicians positioned themselves to the ruling class as the ones
who could most effectively take the movement out of the streets.
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MURDER

NYC march to remember George Floyd, May 21, 2021. (Eduardo Muñoz V
Alvarez / AP)

Many cities that had slightly “cut” police budgets to appease the
movement and temporary pandemic recession shortfalls have
since increased police spending. Posing left only to reinforce the
police state is the role that Democratic Party politicians play,
regardless of their intentions and personal desires. A good example of this dynamic is in Minneapolis, the city where George
Floyd, Philando Castile, and dozens of others have been killed by
police. The method they chose was through amending the city’s
charter. But all of the councilors understood that this would not
work, since the charter committee was known to be unwilling to
support the move.
As one section of the Democratic Party sets itself as “friends”
of the movement, the party as a whole has been quick and brutal in repressing anti-police brutality activists. In many cities in
the last year, Democratic mayors and city councils have worked
with police in a campaign of mass arrests and attacks on activists that saw over 15,000 protesters arrested.
The ruling class is unified in its support for political suppression. While the most obvious pieces of legislation are coming
from GOP strongholds, especially Florida, President Joe Biden
is proposing sweeping increases in domestic spying. Using the
cover of the far-right Jan. 6 riots, the Biden administration’s Department of Homeland Security already opened a new division
focused on “domestic terrorism.” That is part of a larger project
that is planned to be a public-private partnership in order to get
around Constitutional privacy laws and aimed at activist groups
on the left as well as the right.
Unfortunately, a section of the people who radicalized over
the last year still have illusions in the Democratic Party. That is
a testament to the party’s ability for confusing activists. With
billions of dollars and many state and private institutions at its
disposal, and the (often begrudging) support of many young
activists, the Democratic Party has an aura of being the only
change-maker in the game. But the Democratic Party is incapable of making significant change. As a capitalist party, its role is
to pacify the movement and put a friendly face on exploitation
and oppression.
End capitalist violence, abolish the police!
Instead of going deeper into the fold of class enemies, working
people need their own organizations of struggle. Such organiza-

tions can only develop through building actions, while debating
program and strategy in the real movement. One of the main
groups missing from the last year of demonstrations has been
organized labor. Militant workers have a huge opportunity to
enable their coworkers to better understand how and why to
push their locals, unions, and federations to expel cop “unions”
from the labor movement and to join the social struggles.
Under capitalism, cop violence will always exist. The struggle
to end police brutality and abolish the police is simultaneously part of the struggle to end capitalism. Only by replacing the
system of social production from one based on individual profit
to one organized by and for working people will the conditions
exist to end policing once and for all. In the meantime, all of the
lessons from fighting the capitalist system and the cops who
uphold it need to be centralized and built upon with each new
instance of police repression. Such a cohering of experiences
necessitates an independent party of working people, capable
of mobilizing significant sections of the class. The creation of a
mass workers’ party, armed with a revolutionary program, is
one of the fundamental steps towards smashing capitalism for
good.

LISTEN TO SR’S
PODCASTS!

Join San Antonio based
host and SR member Alex
C. as he interviews activists and workers on a wide
range of topics that affect
the working class today.
From Marxist economics to wild fires, the
Democratic party, and the housing crisis
in California, you’ll get an in-depth look
from those on the front lines of the mass
movement. Scan the QR code to go directly to: socialistresurgenceradio.podbean.com
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H O S P I TA L I TY WO R K E R S U N I O N
S U P P O RT S WO R K E R S I N C O LO M B I A
Interview by ERNIE GOTTA
I sat down with Lupe Agrado, a veteran banquet server at the
Hilton Hotel in Stamford, Conn., to discuss the protest movement
in Colombia and the recent solidarity statement released by her
union, Local 217 UNITE HERE. The statement was introduced by
Lupe and her co-worker Ines Orujela, a room attendant. The statement was also signed by the union leadership. Lupe and Ines are
also shop stewards and rank-and-file members of the Executive
Board of their local. As committee members, they led a successful
2017 union organizing drive at their hotel, which inspired workers at the nearby Sheraton Hotel. Ines presented the union’s statement during a panel discussion on Colombia hosted by Socialist
Resurgence and La Voz de los Trabajadores on May 12. The union
statement is included below.
ERNIE GOTTA: How do you feel about the situation in Colombia? Why should workers in the U.S. care about what’s happening in Colombia?
LUPE AGRADO: I feel devastated but hopeful because people
have shown in this past month a tremendous amount of resistance. Watching people be brutalized by the Duque government
is sickening, I don’t take injustice lightly. It also hits home because
my family roots are in Colombia. While I was born in the U.S, I lived
there for part of my childhood.
Workers in the U.S. should care about what’s happening in Colombia because things like police murders and labor exploitation
are happening in both countries. Our tax dollars in the U.S. are
going to fund a government in Colombia that is keeping people
from a better quality of life.
EG: Why did you feel it was important to have your union
local release a statement in solidarity with the movement in
Colombia?
LA: I wanted to show the workers in Colombia that we care
about their struggles. Colombia is one of the most dangerous places in the world to be a union member. Many union and social leaders have been murdered. We have many Latinos and Colombians
that work in our hotel and are in our union local whose families
are being affected by what is happening. We wanted show that
hospitality workers are fighting in support of them. Workers who
migrated to the U.S. from Colombia wanted a better life but found
similar struggles here that they had back home. It’s important to
show union solidarity. We had to be organized to win our fights
with the hotels here in the U.S. In Colombia they’re going to have
to be organized for an even bigger fight and they’ll need our support.
EG: What are your hopes for the outcome of the movement?
LA: I hope that this struggle brings the people together. I hope
that this moment wakes up the people that supported Duque
and his capitalist regime, and in doing so supported his policy of
torture, rape, disappearing and murdering many young people.
I hope that it moves people enough to understand that the only
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way we are going to have any change in Colombia is by joining in
the fight together with the millions who have been in the streets. I
hope that there’s justice and that people can have what they truly
deserve. I want them to have a livable wage and to live with dignity. I
want them to have peace of mind, meaning an end to police, ESMAD
(riot squad), and military brutality. I want them to have a voice and
feel empowered, so their demands are heard.
EG: What can other union members do to support the movement in Colombia?
LA: Union members should write statements, pass resolutions,
take solidarity pictures with coworkers, make solidarity videos, and
go to protests. I recently went to a march that was showing solidarity with the Palestinian struggle and the Colombian struggle. We
need more of that.
Union solidarity with the general strike and protest movement in Colombia! Stop the repression now!
A statement by LOCAL 217 UNITE HERE
Hospitality workers in Local 217 Unite Here stand in solidarity
with the heroic struggle of workers, students, farmers, elderly, social
leaders, LGBTQ people, youth, and all oppressed in Colombia against
the repression of the Duque regime. The brutality by Duque’s police
and military is unacceptable. The targeted assassinations of activists
in the streets must stop. The working class and oppressed of Colombia have a right to be heard without the threat of being killed or injured at a protest.
We can’t help but recognize the fight for good wages, health care,
vaccines, and a dignified way to retire with our own fight here in the
U.S. We also recognize the brutality of the police in Colombia as being similar to the brutality of police toward Black, Latino, immigrant,
Indigenous, and oppressed communities in the U.S.
We call on the Duque regime to end its campaign of brutality, to
dismantle ESMAD (Mobile Anti-Riot Squad), easy access and free
vaccines for all, and the immediate end to U.S. military and security
aid to Colombia. We urge other unions, workers’ organizations, and
community groups to also write statements of solidarity with the
movement in Colombia.

Lupe protesting police brutality in Stamford, Conn.
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“Palestine” continued from page 3

Obama administration when it made the single largest pledge of
military aid from the United States to the Israeli state, $38 billion
over 10 years. A division over the level of support that the U.S.
should be giving to Israel has developed within the Democratic
Party, where so-called “progressives” carry out their role of giving left-wing legitimacy to the governing party of U.S. imperialism. The Democratic Party critics of Israel reflect the sea change
in public opinion on the one hand, and the new international situation of inter-imperialist competition on the other. The former
is a product of the best parts of the Black Lives Matter movement,
the experiences of millions fighting for racial and Indigenous justice over the last decade, and tireless organizing by Palestinian
activists and supporters.
The factor of inter-imperialist competition is a product of the
new reality in which China is quickly becoming a major economic
and diplomatic presence in the Middle East. Declining U.S. influence in the region, coupled with the singleminded U.S. support of
Israel, leaves an opening to be exploited by China as a negotiator
and investor in both Israel and Palestine.
Two-state impossibility
The existence of Israel directly depends on displacement and
oppression of Palestinians. The original “partition plan” for
Palestine, drawn up by imperialist powers and imposed by the
United Nations, gave the planned Jewish state 56% of Palestine’s
land. At the time of the plan, 1947, the demographics of the
undivided British Mandate of Palestine were about 69% Arab
and 31% Jewish settlers. Zionists owned only about 6% of the
pre-partition land.
While the partition boundaries were specifically carved to create areas of clear majority/minority between Zionists and Arabs, the “demographic problem” was and will always be an unsolvable question for Israel. David Ben-Gurion, a founder of the
Israeli state, expressed this dilemma in a speech at the Central
Committee of the Histadrut on Dec, 30, 1947: “The total population of the Jewish State at the time of its establishment will be
about one million, including almost 40% non-Jews. ... There can
be no stable and strong Jewish state so long as it has a Jewish
majority of only 60%.”
These ongoing population contradictions and Zionist concern
for military-strategic outposts, the best farmland, most coastline,
and other economic factors mean that the basic postulates of Israeli existence are that of an expansionist, settler-colonial state.
The Israeli Jewish nation exists firmly as an apparatus of national oppression against Palestinians of all religious denominations
and even Mizrahi Jews.

The state of Israel was founded by an act of simultaneous land
theft and ethnic cleansing, what is called by Israelis the “War of
Independence” and Palestinians the “Nakba,” or “Catastrophe.”
In just the two years of 1947-1948, over 700,000 Palestinans
were violently expelled from their homes in order to have a more
decisive Jewish majority in Israel. Those expelled and their families comprise a refugee population of currently around 6 million
people, about two-thirds of the total population of Israel.
Israel’s existence as a Jewish state depends on refusing the right
of return to these refugees and a legal apartheid system that
grants different rights to Jewish and non-Jewish “citizens” of Israel. The apartheid system in Israel itself is bolstered by increasing settlements, checkpoints, and racially separated infrastructure in the West Bank. All of these are unavoidable indications of
the fundamental inability for Israel and Palestine to peacefully
exist “side-by-side,” despite the fact that everyone from Biden to
“realist” Zionists continues to propose a “two-state solution.”
The only possible method of realizing self-determination for
Palestinians is the abolition of the Israeli state and construction
of a single, united, democratic, secular Palestine over the entire
land of the British Mandate. This also means returning the Golan
Heights, currently occupied by Israel, to Syria. And at the same
time, revolutionaries raise the call for a united socialist Middle
East.
There is only one solution! Intifada! Revolution!
The ruling class is incapable of securing justice for Palestine.
The road forward is shown by the massive demonstrations that
have exploded all over the entire world, led by Palestinians and
oppressed people. In the United States, workers have a special
duty in fighting for an end to all U.S. support to Israel.
The general strike in Palestine and solidarity strikes around
the world, including in South Africa and Pakistan, are important
examples to follow as the movement develops its strategies for
Palestinian liberation. Pushing for pro-Palestine resolutions is
an essential duty for militant rank-and-file trade unionists and
sympathetic union officials. Broad, honest discussion on the situation in Palestine and how to end the occupation will win even
more support from working and oppressed people everywhere.
Ultimately, as long as capitalism rules in Palestine, the Middle
East, and the world, Palestinian workers will need to fight alongside all working and oppressed peoples for control over their
land and lives. This will require working for the goal of worldwide socialist revolution. The struggle for a unified, secular, and
democratic Palestine “from the river to the sea” is an essential
step in this international revolutionary process.

JOIN SR IN NYC AT
THE 2021 QUEER
LIBERATION MARCH!
RECLAIM PRIDE! NO COPS!
NO CORPORATIONS!
MEET US IN BRYANT PARK, NYC
JUNE 27, 2021 @2:30PM
TheSocialistResurgence@gmail.com
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C L I M AT E M OVE M E N T M U ST B E C O M E
A F O RC E T O C H A N G E T H E SYST E M

Native American and climate activists protest the building of Line 3, (@ResistLine3 / Twitter)

By MITCH LINCK

C

apitalism has put the climate and our natural world into a
deep crisis. An economy that revolves only around profits
has led to a system that is destroying our water, air, and
land and that devalues our labor. We know we cannot continue under the paradigm of extractive growth, fossil fuel ubiquity, and planned obsolescence. The climate movement needs to
start changing to ensure we can have the type of mass actions
and demands needed to make change.
As we go to press in early June, mass protests and direct action
are taking place to stop the Line 3 pipeline. A call for activists
around the country came from Treaty People Gathering, stating:
“We will not stand by and watch a fossil fuel corporation line its
pockets as so much is destroyed, producing oil we don’t need.
On June 5-8, we will gather in Northern Minnesota to put our
bodies on the line, to stop construction and tell the world that
the days of tar sands pipelines are over. Only a major, nonviolent
uprising—including direct action—will propel this issue to the
top of the nation’s consciousness and force Biden to act. We are
rising. Join us.”
This protest is hoping to stop construction on a pipeline that
is currently being built in Minnesota. According to Honor the
Earth, the new pipeline is 36”, as opposed to the original size
34” pipeline, with the capacity to transport 760,000 barrels of
oil a day. Stop Line 3 has noted that the Line 3 replacement will
contribute more to climate change than the entire economy of
Minnesota. The state’s environmental impact assessment found
that the pipeline’s carbon footprint could be 193 million tons a
year. Jim Doyle, a physicist at Macalester College, equated this
to 50 coal fired power plants or 38 million vehicles on the road.
This pipeline needs to be shut down for several reasons—not
just because of the environmental impact but also because the
pipeline passes directly through the Fond Du Lac reservation
and is adjacent to several other Ojibwe reservations. The route is
squarely located in land that is protected by 1855 treaty rights.
Fighting against individual pipelines, power plants, and examples of extreme environmental degradation is how the climate
movement has been fighting for years. Unfortunately, stopping
these truly horrible projects one by one will not do enough to
mitigate climate change from having the worst effects. We need
a more comprehensive strategy—one that is aimed at changing
the entire system. Science has been very clear that we need to
cut global emissions in half by 2030 with a reduction to net zero
emissions by 2050. What is it going to really take to get there?
The IEA recently published its roadmap to net zero by 2050, in
order to keep the planet from warming more than 2 degrees Celsius (although most scientists specify that 1.5 degrees should
be the minimum goal). However, the report has shortcomings.
Thinking about how to stay under 2 degrees C without systemic
change to our economy is almost impossible. For example, from
Scientific American: “The IEA’s net-zero scenario relies on the

hefty use of 100 exajoules (EJ) of biomass for bioenergy in 2050.
While this is a significant improvement on the IEA’s previous
exaggerated assumptions on significant new bioenergy use, it’s
still likely unrealistic. This amount of biomass is still equivalent
to roughly five times the world’s existing commercial harvest of
wood, and would likely conflict with land use for food.”
Not only biomass but also negative carbon technologies like
carbon capture have never been shown to be viable on a large
scale. To have some success in mitigating the disastrous effects
of the climate crisis, the world needs to greatly accelerate the
change toward 100% renewable power, while instituting other
emergency measures such as a halt to the clear-cutting of oldgrowth forests.
It should be clear in the U.S. that depending on the Democratic
Party to come up with a solution is unworkable. Despite President Biden’s rhetoric about dealing with climate change, his administration has compounded the problem by giving approval
to projects that will significantly expand oil and gas drilling in
the U.S. On May 25, the administration went to federal court to
defend a giant oil drilling project in critical habitat on Alaska’s
North Slope; it had been approved by the Trump administration
but faced strong opposition by environmentalists. Earlier, the
Biden White House backed Trump’s decision to grant oil and
gas leases on federal land in Wyoming, and declined to halt oil
flowing through the controversial Dakota Access pipeline.
What we need is an ecosocialist future. We need to work toward a future in which planning occurs centrally and not with
a profit motive in mind. Under our current system, it is considered “good business” if a company can save 1% on their production costs by dumping toxic waste into a river, knowing that
fines will be less than the profits gained from the dumping.
The micro rationality of capitalist markets, which focus on
short-term profits and externalities, is incompatible with the
macro rationality needed to prevent the worst aspects of climate change. An ecosocialist future would put the needs of
the planet, the individual, and the community to the forefront.
Central planning around how to provide good food, housing,
education, medical care, and safety would be decoupled from
profits. The collective might of human labor would be used to
ensure living standards for everyone; it would be democratically planned to ensure that a future of prosperity for all peoples
is realized.
The real question is whether the environmental movement can
start to mobilize to ensure that the window for human life on
this planet stays open. We will need actions across the country
with the involvement of organized labor, Indigenous activists,
folks at the forefront of stopping environmental racism, scientists, and the antiwar movement to all come together around a
set of principled demands demonstrating that we treat climate
change like the threat it is to our planet and to our species.
Climate change is the biggest threat to humanity on this planet. We stand at a moment unlike any other in modern history.
Will we choose socialism or barbarism?
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