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Socialist Resurgence is a nationwide group of activists committed to the international liberation of work-
ers and the oppressed. We strive to revitalize the anti-war, labor, anti-racist, feminist, student and other 
social movements. In the process we hope to bring activists together from different backgrounds into a 
revolutionary workers’ party that can successfully challenge the wealthy elite. Our ultimate goal is a truly 
democratic society organized to satisfy human needs, rather than corporate greed. 

ABOUT SOCIALIST RESURGENCE

1) Defend unions and workers’ rights to organize! For an 
independent labor party based on a democratic, fight-
ing labor movement!

2) Stop all deportations now! Amnesty now! Equal rights 
for immigrants! No wall! No Muslim ban! No refugee ban! 
Close the camps!

3) Black Lives Matter! Jail killer cops! Dismantle the racist 
police and the criminal “justice” system!

4) Reparations and self-determination for African-Amer-
icans, Puerto Ricans, and all indigenous and colonized 
communities!

5) Reproductive justice: Free, accessible contraception 
and abortion on demand. For the right and the resources 
to raise healthy children.

6) Quality free public child care and elder care for all, 
24-7! Free education for a lifetime!

7) Free quality universal public health care now!

JOIN TODAY!
Contact us if you want to learn more 
about Socialist Resurgence and how 
to join. 

Call or text our National Organizer, 
John, at 1-267-989-9035 or Email: 
TheSocialistResurgence@gmail.com

SocialistResurgence.org

Fall editorial and design team: Michael Schreiber, John Leslie, and Ernie Gotta

8) Full civil and human rights for the LGBTQIA+ 
community!

9) For climate justice! Public ownership of the energy in-
dustry under workers’ and community control to achieve 
emergency conversion to 100% renewable energy!

10) No U.S. military intervention abroad! Dismantle the 
U.S. war machine! End U.S. aid to Israel! End the sanc-
tions on Venezuela, Iran, and Cuba! For a democratic 
secular Palestine!

11) For the full integration of disabled people into social, 
political, and economic life, and for the abolition of the 
conditions that create disability!

12) Public ownership, under workers’ control, of big in-
dustry, transport, and the banks! No support for Demo-
crats and Republicans! For a workers’ government and 
a planned economy—for socialism!

WHAT WE FIGHT FOR:

We hold an introduction to socialism class, by invitation 
on Zoom, with recommended readings. Sign up with our 
QR code to learn about dates, times, and topics. Or email: 
TheSocialistResurgence@gmail.com 
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By MICHAEL SCHREIBER

“Climate” continued on page 6

Extreme meteorological events during the summer of 
2021—hurricanes, floods, drought, unbearably high tem-
peratures, and huge fires—have brought the issue of cli-

mate change to the forefront. This summer, nearly one-third of 
U.S. residents have lived in a county that was struck by a weath-
er disaster, according to a Washington Post study, and at least 
388 people have died from such events. In addition, 64 percent 
live in an area of this country that experienced a prolonged heat 
wave.
   In late August and early September, a large swath of the east-
ern United States was hit by Hurricane Ida, which had previ-
ously slammed western Cuba. Accuweather estimated that Ida 
produced $95 billion worth of damage in the U.S. alone; at least 
67 people were killed over eight states.
    Warm seas provide fuel for hurricanes, producing higher wind 
speeds and higher storm surges. The warm waters of the Gulf 
(about 85 degrees Fahrenheit) turned Ida within a day from a 
tropical storm—with winds of about 80 miles an hour—to a 
Category 4 hurricane, with winds of about 150 miles an hour 
when it hit the Louisiana coast on Aug. 29. 
   Over a million people lost electrical power in Louisiana. Sew-
age-pumping facilities in New Orleans also lost power, leaving 
over 440,000 people without clean drinking water or water 
to flush toilets. Louisiana hospitals, overcrowded with some 
2400 COVID patients, did not have enough beds to accommo-
date evacuated patients. As the remnants of Ida proceeded up 
the East Coast of the United States, unusually hot temperatures 
added to the moisture content of the storm, which produced 
heavy rains and extreme flooding. Some 400 homes were ru-
ined in southeastern Pennsylvania alone.
    Drought and fire in the West
   Some 90% of the Far Western United States is in the grip of an 
historic drought this year. Unusually dry conditions even extend 
eastward into the Plains states, from Texas up to the Dakotas. 
Because of climate change, periods between rains have length-
ened, while the snowpack in the mountains—a major water 
source—has diminished. This year’s drought is an extension 
and deepening of the general drought that has afflicted much of 
the region for the past two decades, with just a handful of wet 
years within that span.
    Thousands of farmers in some of the nation’s prime food-grow-
ing regions are letting fields go fallow as they deal with reduc-

tions or complete cuts in irrigation water. Agriculture is com-
peting for water with cities like Las Vegas and Phoenix, which 
continue their relentless sprawl into the desert. In the mean-
time, the main source of water for the region, the Colorado 
River and its reservoirs, continues to shrink, while the under-
ground water table gets ever lower as people empty the wells.
  The fires of the American West have been made much worse 
due to the hot conditions and tinder-dry conditions of the for-
ests and grasslands. A large number of trees that fall to fire 
were already under stress or dying due to drought, high tem-
peratures, and insect infestations. In recent years, insects such 
as the mountain pine beetle have produced an area of tree 
die-off from Mexico to Alaska that so far is the size of the state 
of Washington. These die-offs are turning some forests from 
carbon sinks to emitters of atmospheric carbon. And the same 
process takes place, of course, as the consequence of logging, 
clearing for agriculture or buildings, and forest fires.
   Scientific findings on the severity of climate change
  Just as the horrible effects of climate  change have  become 
more palpable, science is steadily gaining increased under-
standing of the nature of the phenomenon and what it might 
produce in the future. Findings on the question were made 
public this year in scientific reports such as that of the UN In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The report 
concludes, for example:
  • The global ocean has warmed faster over the past century 
than at any time since the last deglacial transition, 11,000 years 
ago.
  • Human influence has warmed the climate at a faster rate 
since 1970 than at any other 50-year time period in at least the 
last 2000 years.
  • In 2019, atmospheric CO2 concentrations were higher than  
at any time in at least 2 million years.
  Likely scenarios for the future in the IPCC report are quite 
ominous. They include the observation that the world is locked 
into at least 30 years of worsening impacts of climate change. 
The Paris target of 1.5 degrees rise since the beginning of the 
industrial age will probably be exceeded. They project a rise of 
1.6 degrees between 2041 and 2060, as long as certain radical 
measures are taken by the world’s governments. Otherwise, the 
warming will be much worse.
  The response in ruling-class circles
   Ruling-class politicians and the more savvy corporations have 
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By JOHN LESLIE

THE U.S.  MILITARY’S TOXIC BOOTPRINTTHE U.S.  MILITARY’S TOXIC BOOTPRINT

The U.S. military is one of the world’s largest polluters. As 
climate catastrophe looms, we must understand the conse-
quences for the planet of the Pentagon’s carbon footprint. 

The bloated Pentagon budget exceeds the spending of the two 
biggest rivals of U.S. imperialism, Russia and China, combined. A 
large portion of that budget is spent on fuel and machinery. It is 
estimated that if the U.S. military were a country, it would rank 
47th in the world in carbon emissions.
    “The best estimate of U.S. military greenhouse gas emissions 
from 2001, when the wars began with the U.S invasion of Af-
ghanistan, through 2017, is that the U.S. military has emitted 
1,212 million metric tons of greenhouse gases (measured in 
CO2 equivalent, or CO2e). In 2017, for example, the Pentagon’s 
greenhouse gas emissions (59 million tons) were greater than 
the greenhouse gas emissions of entire industrialized countries 
(such) as Sweden or Denmark” (“Pentagon Fuel Use, Climate 
Change, and the Costs of War,”  by Neta C. Crawford).
   The reach of U.S. military power over the last 20 or so years ex-
tends far beyond the Middle East and Central Asia, with troops 
involved in “counter-terror” activity in 80-90 countries world-
wide. The purpose of these operations is to protect oil and en-
ergy resources for a fossil fuel dependent U.S. economy and to 
secure the resources needed for so-called green technologies.
   While the military claims to grasp the threat posed by cli-
mate change, little is being done to address the problem. Talk 
of “greening” the military with increased use of solar power, 
electric vehicles, and alternative fuels has not translated into 
policy except in minor ways. The U.S. military is the largest gov-
ernment or corporate user of energy in the world. In addition to 
ground vehicles, ships, and airplanes, the U.S. military has more 
than 800 bases, with more than 560,000 buildings worldwide, 
which all require heating, cooling, and electrical generation—
costing $3.5 billion in 2017 alone.
   The military accounts for 93 percent of U.S. government energy 
use, consuming 30,000 gigawatt hours of electricity and 4.6 bil-
lion U.S. gallons of fossil fuel annually. Looking at carbon emis-
sions by service branch, the Air Force is the largest user of fossil 
fuels, followed by the Navy and then the Army. The Air Force 
uses about 2 billion gallons of jet fuel annually, which is about 
81 percent of their energy usage. To put it in perspective, a B-52 
bomber uses about 3300 gallons of jet fuel per hour—about 
what the average automobile driver uses in five years.
    Pollution in war zones
    The U.S. operated more than 200 burn pits in Iraq, Syria, and 
Afghanistan over the last 20 years. While the practice was sup-
posedly banned in 2010, as of 2019 there were nine burn pits 
still in operation in those countries. These pits, operated by the 

military or by subcontractors, are reported to have burned tires, 
munitions, medical waste, human waste, electronics, aviation 
fuel, and plastics. Veterans who were exposed to these pits have 
filed more than 12,000 disability claims with the Veterans Ad-
ministration (VA), which has denied 80 percent of the claims, 
citing lack of evidence of harm. Troops and employees of civil-
ian contractor Kellog-Brown and Root (KBR) report respiratory 
ailments, kidney disease, neurological disorders, and cancer. A 
leaked US Army memo from 2011 asserts that troops exposed 
to burn pits face "reduced lung function or exacerbated chron-
ic bronchitis, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), 
asthma, atherosclerosis, or other cardiopulmonary diseases."
   An Air Force veteran told this writer that the smoke from the 
burn pit on base in Afghanistan would be so thick on the run-
way that personnel couldn’t see or breathe: “They burned ev-
erything there—tires, body parts, garbage.”
This reckless disregard for the environment is nothing new, and 
the peoples of Iraq and Afghanistan will continue to pay the 
price in higher disease and cancer rates. Cancer rates skyrocket-
ed in Iraq in the years following Gulf War 1 (GW1), from 40 per 
100,000 people to 1600 per 100,000. During GW1, retreating 
Iraqi troops burned oil fields and the U.S. used toxic depleted 
uranium in tank shells and other ammunition. During the same 
war, the U.S. bombed sewage and water treatment plants in Iraq, 
rendering water dangerous to drink. The sanctions imposed by 
U.S. imperialism in the 1990s denied Iraq the materials neces-
sary to rebuild. It is estimated that more than a million Iraqis, 
half of them children, died as a result of the harsh sanctions re-
gime.
  During the genocidal U.S. war in Vietnam, the Pentagon dropped 
13 million gallons of the toxic defoliant known as Agent Orange. 
Almost 300,000 U.S. troops and 3 million Vietnamese were ex-
posed to the toxin. It took decades for the VA to recognize the 
effects on veterans and to compensate them for their exposure. 
The Vietnamese still suffer the effects of the dioxins in Agent 
Orange, with elevated cancer rates, neurological ailments like 
Parkinson’s Disease, stillbirths, and birth defects. 
    Toxic groundwater
    The Department of Defense (DoD) knew as early as 2001 that 
firefighting foam used to extinguish aircraft fires contained po-
tentially carcinogenic compounds such as perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl compounds, or PFAS, including PFOA and PFOS. 
Almost 700 military bases and facilities have been found to have 
these toxic compounds in their drinking water.
   Two closed Navy bases in suburban Philadelphia leached these 
chemicals into the groundwater, forcing the closing of both pub-
lic and private wells. State health officials found an increased 
rate of pancreatic and bladder cancer among residents in these 
communities. “U.S. Military” continued on page 7
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    As the U.S. military concludes its protracted withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, the question of what comes next for the war-torn 
country is a burning one for the region.
   The Republic of Afghanistan, set up by the United States, was 
corrupt and undemocratic to the core and based itself on rule by 
terror. The U.S. military carried out a number of atrocities, includ-
ing mass killings, rapes, and torture. Arbitrary shows of force in-
cluded dropping the infamous MOAB bombs, the most powerful 
non-nuclear weapon in the U.S. arsenal.
    Over 71,000 civilians have been killed in Afghanistan and Paki-
stan as a result of the U.S.-led occupation. In total, 241,000 people 
have died in the fighting. Responsibility for all of the deaths lies 
squarely at the feet of the United States and NATO, which began 
and maintained the conflict.
    While the U.S. has officially withdrawn, the imperialist govern-
ment will continue to take whatever openings are available within 
their strategic prerogatives to continue to carry out military op-
erations in the country. Biden has maintained the “make ISIS pay” 
position, which has concretely manifested in a drone strike killing 
10 civilians, including children. All pretenses to maintaining any 
military or political intervention in Afghanistan must be resolute-
ly opposed by working people in the United States.
    In the meantime, the defeat of the United States in Afghanistan 
cannot be seen separately from the decision of U.S. imperialism to 
shift its military focus from “counterterrorism” to preparing for 
a new war with Russia and China. Over a century of imperialism 
has led to a world situation in which production has a truly global 
character, yet national frictions and competition between blocs of 
capital remains a fundamental component of the world system.        
    The Afghanistan war shows that capitalism has no solution to 
these conflicts and the drive for ever-increasing profits has only 
war and despair in store for working people everywhere.
    Women’s liberation during and after the occupation
The first days of Taliban rule ushered in a new phase of attack on 
women’s rights in Afghanistan. Under the 1996-2001 IAE, wom-
en suffered under laws formally banning them from work, school, 
and traveling without a male “guardian.” Despite the Taliban’s 
promises that they are now more enlightened on gender relations, 
early evidence suggests more continuity than rupture with past 
practices.       
    A number of supposedly “temporary” measures restricting 
women’s movement and activities, as well as compulsory veiling, 
have been reinstated. 
    Afghan women have heroically taken to the streets demanding 
positions in the new government and securing basic rights. The 
Taliban brutally attacked these demonstrations, brutalizing and 
arresting activists. 
    While the situation is bad, the imperialists have created a false 
narrative that singles out the Taliban as a unilateral evil in order 
to attack Afghanistan’s national sovereignty. In reality, the U.S. and 
its partners are not at all interested in the plight of Afghan women. 
Women were the largest group of casualties in general and also 
major victims of U.S. and allied bombings. A 2018 UN report de-
tails that “women and children continued to comprise more than 

half of all aerial attack civilian casualties.”
   The government that was backed by the “international com-
munity” was filled with anti-women figures. According to a 2013 
Human Rights Watch report, 50% of women and 95% of girls in 
Afghan prisons were there on the basis of “moral crimes.” 
   At the same time, around half of all health-care professionals and 
a little under 30% of civil servants in the old government were 
women. There is a significant social base for women in the cities 
and countryside to lead a movement fighting for expansive de-
mands around rights and inclusion.
   Uneven and combined development on a heating Earth
   The Taliban is not capable of ending the rule of imperialism in 
Afghanistan. The Taliban leadership is intimately connected “by 
a thousand strings” with global capital, as evidenced by the late 
leader Akhtar Mohammad Mansur’s estimated $2 billion in invest-
ments held in Dubai. The social base for the Taliban’s leadership is 
definitively located in the medium and large landowners and busi-
nessmen, various regional state departments, and amongst na-
tional capital. The trajectory for the Taliban regime will definitely 
be to align with one or more, possibly conflicting, imperialist and 
regional powers in order to gain the best position for themselves 
at the expense of the Afghan masses. 
   During the period of colonialism and then neo-colonialism, the 
modern imperialist powers have seen the country as a “buffer” 
between different spheres of influence. Afghanistan is positioned 
at the crossroads of Central and South Asia and the Middle East; it 
offers important trade routes between regional economies.
   While productive investment has been low, the needs of modern 
militaries meant that this bastion of so-called “tribalism” has come 
into contact with some of the highest forms of communication and 
weapons technology. Importantly, cell phones and internet access 
have become widely accessible to the Afghan population.
   Another factor in shaping the anti-provincial consciousness of  
the Afghan population is the refugee crisis. Over the period of 40 
years, civil war, and two brutal occupations, around half of the 
country has been displaced. That means former rural dwellers 
necessarily came to reside in urban areas and densely populated 
refugee camps, both inside and outside of the country.
The ultimate “external” force is the accelerating effects of climate 
change on weather and water patterns in the region. Hundreds of 
thousands of Afghans have been displaced due to these conditions 
within the last four years alone, with many unlikely to return.
   Capitalism has no solution for the country other than contin-
ued underdevelopment and war. The only way out of calamity will 
be the construction of a revolutionary leadership built out of the 
overwhelmingly young, increasingly urban, and defiantly connect-
ed workers and farmers that is capable of winning the multi-eth-
nic laboring masses to a program based on self-determination, 
socialist development, and internationalism.

This article is excerpted from: https://socialistresurgence.org/2021/09/06/
u-s-withdraws-from-afghanistan-what-next-under-taliban-rule/

By ERWIN FREED

AFGHANISTAN 
AFTER THE U.S. 
WITHDRAWAL

Afghan women march for their rights under Taliban rule in Kabul on 
Sept. 3, 2021. (HOSHANG HASHIMI / AFP)
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increasingly seen the need to respond to increased public ap-
prehension about climate change by upping their “greenwash-
ing” rhetoric.
   As Biden toured areas that had been hit by Ida, he said that the 
U.S. is facing a “code red” danger from climate change and that 
time for significant action is running short. But so far, Biden’s 
record in this respect is not very promising.
   During his election campaign, Biden made clear, “I’m not ban-
ning fracking.” In fact, since he took office, the White House has 
approved some 2000 permits for drilling and fracking on fed-
eral land, while permitting the environmentally damaging Line 
3 pipeline to proceed. Recently, the Interior Department, re-
sponding to an order by a Louisiana judge, announced it would 
hold a sale of 80 million acres in the Gulf of Mexico for oil and 
gas drilling.
  The Biden administration’s stated overall goal is to bring the 
U.S. to “net-zero” levels of greenhouse emissions by 2050. The 
concept of “net zero” would allow the country to wind down the 
extraction of fossil fuels at a snail’s pace, trusting that emissions 
would be offset by programs and techniques such as carbon 
trading, carbon capture, burning hydrogen, etc. However, none 
of these schemes can be depended on to reach the crucial goals 
of lowering carbon emissions. Some of them can be highly de-
structive. They are based on a major fallacy—that the advance 
of climate change can be significantly set back while capitalist 
profits are boosted in the process.
   “Carbon-trading” schemes, for example, are often licenses to 
pollute, as dirty companies can simply purchase credits and 
chalk them up as the price of doing business. The plans often in-
volve investments in commercial monocultural tree plantations, 
which can have negative impacts on biodiversity and provide no 
guarantee that the trees will remain through maturity in order 
to soak up carbon dioxide.
    Oil companies are heavily promoting the use of carbon-cap-
ture devices, which utilize an expensive process that today only 
deals with about 0.1% of global emissions of fossil fuels. Corpo-
rations and governments see it as a way to increase the produc-
tion of fossil fuels, and U.S. Energy Secretary Jennifer Ganholm 
has promoted it on that basis. Some companies are planning to 
inject captured carbon into the ground in order to extract more 
oil through fracking.
   It is pointless to expect the capitalist system to take the ma-
jor steps that would effectively deal with the problem of climate 
change and mitigate its worst dangers in the future. As Marx 
wrote, the historical mission of the bourgeoisie is “accumula-
tion for accumulation’s sake, production for production’s sake … 

production on a constantly increasing scale.” This fact nullifies 
any significant effort by the capitalist class to take measures to 
conserve the earth’s resources. Moreover, the drive for private 
profit within the capitalist market system, with blocs of capi-
tal constantly striving to out-perform their competitors, and 
imperialist countries constantly jockeying against each other, 
precludes any system of rational planning that would produce 
goods solely to fulfill human needs.
   Build a movement for mass action!
  The fact remains, however, that under pressure by the mass 
movement, the government and employers can be forced to give 
important and even crucial concessions. For that reason, it is 
necessary to mobilize millions of people in mass action in the 
streets to confront the government and corporations with hard 
demands and the strength of our numbers.
 We are facing a worldwide environmental emergency, and 
measures to try to avoid the most catastrophic effects must be 
implemented quickly. Scientists say that in order to limit glob-
al warming to no more than a 1.5C increase over pre-industrial 
levels (a goal that many think is itself not sufficient), it would be 
necessary to cut greenhouse gas emission to 50% of 2010 levels 
by the end of this decade. 
  Building a powerful movement geared to mass action requires 
the construction of democratic coalitions on the local, national, 
and international level, in which the voices of all the victims of 
climate change can heard, and where the demands and tactics 
of protest actions can be fully discussed and decided. These co-
alitions, by necessity, must stay independent of the campaigns 
of the Democratic and Republican parties. The two major cap-
italist parties would only seek to compromise the movement’s 
goals, short-circuit the drive for mass action, and turn its orga-
nizing efforts into support for their electoral campaigns. It will 
be essential that the trade unions give muscle to this movement, 
mobilizing their members and the entire working class in the 
effort. 
  This country must be rebuilt to deal with climate change. It 
requires an emergency program of public works in order to 
radically expand mass transit; upgrade and extend the electri-
cal grid and fresh water and sewage facilities; build sustainable 
housing for all as well as hospitals, schools, child-care centers, 
etc. We need to reverse suburban sprawl and close down the 
factory farms; instead, we must restore the natural landscape 
and waterways, and promote ecologically sound farming.
  Socialist Resurgence believes that the oil industry should be 
nationalized and placed under the control of the working class 
in order to convert the industry so that it can produce sustain-
able means of energy.
  All this and more will provide tens of millions of jobs at union 
wages. The U.S. can pay for these programs by redirecting all the 
funds that now go to the military budget and converting military 
production to production for human needs. Close all U.S. mili-
tary bases around the world and end the predatory actions of 
U.S. imperialism abroad!
  All of the above  items need to be carried out in conjunction 
with a national plan and with international coordination to ful-
fill the needs of human beings and all life on earth. This requires 
building a democratically run social system on a world basis 
that no longer functions according to the dictates of the capital-
ist class and their insatiable quest for private profit. 
  Working people in the United States should form a party with 
that objective in its sights—an action-oriented workers’ party 
with a clear program for international socialist revolution. Our 
efforts will be well rewarded, as climate change puts at risk the 
survival of life itself.

“Climate” continued from page 3
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Rising vigilantism
    The Texas abortion ban contains a unique enforcement measure. Instead of relying on the state to police abortion access, the bill 
effectively deputizes the entire population against ... anyone seeking to aid in terminating a pregnancy. Empowered anti-abortion 
crusaders can earn a virtually unlimited amount of money through suing everyone who might be tangentially involved with an 
abortion. The abortion ban allows “concerned citizens” to sue anyone for who may be seen as aiding or abetting an “illegal” abor-
tion. If the plaintiff wins the case, each defendant is liable to pay them $10,000 plus legal fees.
     The history of citizen deputization in the United States is a history of anti-Indigenous, anti-Black, anti-immigrant, and anti-work-
er violence. From local militias and posses carrying out actions against Native populations, to pre-Civil War slavecatchers, to the Ku 
Klux Klan, to violent strikebreaking, U.S. capitalism has armed and mobilized disaffected civilian forces to carry out the dirty work 
of the ruling class.
    In recent years, this  has included legalizing violence against protesters, fascist paramilitaries working with the border patrol, 
and the collaboration of white supremacist groups with police in repressing struggles for racial justice. Another manifestation of 
this dynamic has been far-right speakers like Milo Yiannopoulos “outing” and harassing trans community members and students 
on campuses around the country.
    Not courts but struggle
    In an attempt to maintain legitimacy, Biden, Harris, and other key Democrats have made a number of statements favoring wom-
en’s choice. Biden announced that his adminstration would take steps to combat the Texas law, and the Justice Department has filed 
a lawsuit against Texas on the matter. The first court hearing takes place on Oct. 1.
    But these measures are too little and too late. As indicated above, abortion has already been severely restricted around the coun-
try, formal ban or not. Relying on legal suits in the court system is not the way to win abortion access and reproductive justice for all. 
Instead, working people need to internalize the lessons from history, including the social explosion from 2020. The only way to se-
cure reproductive rights is through mass struggle in the workplaces and the streets. Such a struggle needs to be organized on a na-
tional level through mobilization centers with deep roots in unions, immigrant and BIPOC communities, and similar organizations.
    As the United States moves backwards, the feminist movement is making gains internationally. Mass mobilizations in Argentina 
and Mexico have won abortion decriminalization in the last year.
   Whether or not Texas sets the example for reactionary forces in other states or forms the turning point against a longstanding 
slide away from reproductive rights depends on the ability of working people to mobilize in the coming weeks and months. 

   One of these bases, the Naval Air Warfare Center in Warrington, 
Pa., was closed in 1996 and was redeveloped into parks, homes, 
and businesses. The Air National Guard, which is based in Hor-
sham, Pa, was appealing enforcement of PFAS limits in runoff 
and effluent as recently as May 2021. PFAS, deemed a “forever 
chemical” have been identified in drinking water of 34 U.S. cities 
or counties, including Atlanta; Boston; Charleston, S.C.; Chica-
go; Columbus, Ohio; New Orleans; Philadelphia; Pittsburgh; and 
Washington, D.C.
    War is a horror that must end 
   War destroys human lives, creates environmental disasters, 
and contributes substantially to the acceleration of climate 
change. The notion of “greening” the military is farcical. The role 
of the U.S. military is to enforce the will of the ruling rich and 
to protect the strategic and economic needs of U.S. imperialism. 
An institution that fights wars for oil and other resources will 
never play any role in effectively curbing greenhouse gases and 
stopping climate change.
      As long as the U.S. boot is on the necks of the oppressed and 
exploited of the world, the effects of the climate crisis will be 
balanced on the backs of those most affected by extreme weath-
er, rising sea levels, and loss of arable land. Fighting against cli-
mate change and opposing imperialist war is a combined strug-
gle. A more militant climate movement can make links with a 
reinvigorated antiwar movement to put an end to these threats 
to the planet and all that live on it.

“U.S. MILITARY’S TOXIC BOOT” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
       

“PROTECT REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS!” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

PODCASTS: From Marxist economics to wild 
fires, the Democratic Party, and the hous-
ing crisis in California, you’ll get an in-depth 
look from those on the front lines of the mass 
movement. Scan the QR code to go directly 
to: socialistresurgenceradio.podbean.com
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Native American and climate activists protest the building of Line 3, (@ResistLine3 / Twitter)

By ERWIN FREED

O n the first day of September, Senate Bill 8 took effect in 
Texas. That bill, known popularly as the “Texas Abortion 
Ban” and officially as the “Texas Heartbeat Act,” crimi-

nalizes abortion once embryonic “cardiac activity” is detected. 
So-called cardiac activity in a fetus often begins as soon as six 
weeks after conception.
  According to the American Civil Liberties Union, 85-90% of 
abortions in Texas occur later than six weeks. Many people do 
not know that they are pregnant until later in their term. The 
U.S. Supreme Court, meeting in a 5-4 decision in an emergency 
session on Sept. 2, refused to block the law. The law has no ex-
ceptions for victims who become pregnant from rape or incest.
  Heart of lies
  The far right has constructed a massive distortion campaign, 
often presenting false “science,” in order to win support for its 
backward ideas. It includes everything from billboards to fake 
“health clinics,” meant to take advantage of and harrass vulnera-
ble people seeking objective information. “Pro-life” propaganda 
is a central part of anti-abortion bills in Texas and other states.
   Bills like the one in Texas rely on a fake concept of an early 
fetal “heartbeat.” As obstetrician Dr. Nischa Verma explained 
to the Texas Tribune: “When I use the stethoscope to listen to 
a patient’s heart, that sound that I hear is that typical bum-
bum-bum-bum that you hear as the heartbeat is created by the 
opening and closing of the cardiac valves. And at six weeks of 
gestation, those valves don’t exist. … Flickering that we see on 
the ultrasound, that’s super-early in the development of a preg-
nancy, is actually electric activity. And the sound that we hear at 
that point is actually manufactured by the ultrasound machine.”
  Opening the floodgates
  The main legal protection for abortion procedures in the Unit-
ed States is the 1973 Supreme Court ruling, Roe v. Wade. The 
logic of that ruling hinges on abortions being protected by the 
Fourteenth Amendment’s Due Process Clause and the “right to 
privacy.” While Roe v. Wade was won by a militant and mobi-
lized movement for reproductive justice, the larger demands of 
the feminist movement, including an Equal Rights Amendment 
and free quality abortion on demand, were not achieved. Since 
then, the bipartisan ruling class has been chipping away at re-
productive rights. That includes not only massive attacks on 
abortion rights but also on social welfare programs.

   Over the last decade, right-wing legislatures have persistent-
ly proposed bills making abortion access more and more diffi-
cult. The “liberal” wing of capitalist politicians has uttered big 
sighs of indignation, but due to their class position, they see the 
center of struggle in state capitols and courthouses—not in the 
streets.
 That has led to a situation in which Planned Parenthood lists 
18 states having “severely restricted” abortion access and an 
additional 11 where access is “restricted.” All 29 of these states 
are likely to either further restrict or outright ban abortion if 
Roe v. Wade is overturned. Right-wing legislatures have been 
proposing bills that obviously contradict Roe for the purpose 
of overturning the original ruling in a new, perhaps more fa-
vorable, Supreme Court. Twelve other states have introduced 
bills similar to the Texas ban, but they have so far been blocked 
in the courts.
  Reproductive racism
  Controlling women’s and queer people’s bodies is an integral 
part of capitalism. The ruling class moves to ban not abortion 
in general but the ability to choose to have abortion. In real-
ity “life” is not sacred to even the most religious capitalists. 
The 20th century saw mass sterilization campaigns of Black, 
Indigenous, Puerto Rican, disabled, and other women living 
in semi-colonies under the reign of US imperialism. There 
was also dehumanizing and often non-consensual medical ex-
perimentation carried out in BIPOC communities and in the 
semi-colonial world by imperialist medical companies. None 
of these practices have really ended, and their tendencies are 
baked into the system.
  In the 21st century, the prison industrial complex is also a 
channel for modern day eugenics. Prison systems in Tennessee 
and California have had official policies in this century incen-
tivizing incarcerated women to undergo sterilization. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE) was exposed as carrying 
out dozens of forced sterilizations as recently as 2020.
  At the same time, abortion restrictions disproportionately af-
fect poor working women and queer people of color. In Texas, 
around 70% of abortions are undergone by women of color and 
the new restrictions will make it virtually impossible for un-
documented people seeking to terminate pregnancy.
  The fight for reproductive justice includes the right to safe 
access to quality, free abortion on demand. It also means the 
right to give birth and raise children without having to worry 
about basic necessities like food, housing, education, and med-
ical care. Part of the struggle for reproductive rights is the fight 
for reparations for historic and ongoing attacks against Black, 
Indigenous, and immigrant women, queer people, and their 
communities.
    

“Reproductive rights...” continued on page 7

THE TEXAS ABORTION BAN: 
MOBILIZE TO PROTECT 
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS!


