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LET’S FIGHT BACK!LET’S FIGHT BACK!

By ERNIE GOTTA

  Ten years after the murder of Trayvon Martin at the hands of 
vigilante George Zimmerman, the U.S. “justice” system remains 
as unjust as ever toward Black and oppressed communities. 
What has changed is the development of a movement in the 
Black community that was capable of putting more than 20 mil-
lion in the streets, despite the pandemic, following the murder 
of George Floyd at the hands of the Minneapolis police in May 
2020.
  The outpouring for George Floyd was preceded by mass mobi-
lizations for high profile cases such as Michael Brown, Freddie 
Gray, Sandra Bland, Rekia Boyd, Breonna Taylor, and many more. 
Countless movements have developed around the country in 
urban Black centers where police have acted for generations 

without fear of reprisals. One of the more inspiring moments oc-
curred as thousands across the country marched in support of 
the lives of the Black transgender community following the mur-
der of Dominique Fells and Riah Milton. The year 2021 marked 
the murder of 375 transgender women worldwide, and 45 in the 
United States—the most since records were kept. The majority 
of the victims were Black, Latina, or migrant workers.
   A recovery for some
  As the pandemic continues, the forecasted recovery has been 
entirely uneven. There has been no real recovery for Blacks, 
Latinos, working-class women, and immigrant workers. In Chi-
cago, even with Paycheck Protection Program loans in place, 
Black unemployment hit 15% from June to August—the high-

(continued on pages 4 & 5)     



Socialist Resurgence is a nationwide group of activists committed to the international liberation of work-
ers and the oppressed. We strive to revitalize the anti-war, labor, anti-racist, feminist, student and other 
social movements. In the process we hope to bring activists together from different backgrounds into a 
revolutionary workers’ party that can successfully challenge the wealthy elite. Our ultimate goal is a truly 
democratic society organized to satisfy human needs, rather than corporate greed. 

ABOUT SOCIALIST RESURGENCE

1) Defend unions and workers’ rights to organize! For an 
independent labor party based on a democratic, fight-
ing labor movement!

2) Stop all deportations now! Amnesty now! Equal rights 
for immigrants! No wall! No Muslim ban! No refugee ban! 
Close the camps!

3) Black Lives Matter! Jail killer cops! Dismantle the racist 
police and the criminal “justice” system!

4) Reparations and self-determination for African-Amer-
icans, Puerto Ricans, and all indigenous and colonized 
communities!

5) Reproductive justice: Free, accessible contraception 
and abortion on demand. For the right and the resources 
to raise healthy children.

6) Quality free public child care and elder care for all, 
24-7! Free education for a lifetime!

7) Free quality universal public health care now!

JOIN TODAY!
Contact us if you want to learn more 
about Socialist Resurgence and how 
to join. 

Call or text our National Organizer, 
John, at 1-267-989-9035 or Email: 
TheSocialistResurgence@gmail.com

SocialistResurgence.org

Editorial and design team: Michael Schreiber, John Leslie, and Ernie Gotta

8) Full civil and human rights for the LGBTQIA+ 
community!

9) For climate justice! Public ownership of the energy in-
dustry under workers’ and community control to achieve 
emergency conversion to 100% renewable energy!

10) No U.S. military intervention abroad! Dismantle the 
U.S. war machine! End U.S. aid to Israel! End the sanc-
tions on Venezuela, Iran, and Cuba! For a democratic 
secular Palestine!

11) For the full integration of disabled people into social, 
political, and economic life, and for the abolition of the 
conditions that create disability!

12) Public ownership, under workers’ control, of big in-
dustry, transport, and the banks! No support for Demo-
crats and Republicans! For a workers’ government and 
a planned economy—for socialism!

WHAT WE FIGHT FOR:

We hold an introduction to socialism class, by invitation 
on Zoom, with recommended readings. Sign up with our 
QR code to learn about dates, times, and topics. Or email: 
TheSocialistResurgence@gmail.com 
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JOBS,  JUSTICE,  AND A LIVABLE EARTH
By CJ LaPOINTE

The overwhelming majority of the world’s scientists 
agree, highlighted in the UN IPCC reports,, that global 
warming/climate change is an urgent threat to the en-

vironment, which needs emergency action to cut greenhouse 
emissions in half by the end of the decade. 
  However, the failure of the 2021 UN climate summit, COP26, 
to take real leadership in addressing the crisis shows capital-
ism’s inability to put the planet and human life before profit. 
In fact, countries like the U.S. and China are ramping up the 
use of fossil fuels, as competition between the two imperi-
alist nations for markets and resources drives extractive in-
dustries for coal, petroleum, and rare minerals.
  Competition over markets by imperialist powers puts an 
undue burden on the global South, which faces the worst ef-
fects of climate change. Instead of reparations in the billions 
of dollars, countries in Africa, for example, will face deeper 
environmental racism through exploitation of their labor 
and resources, and the destruction of air, land, and water.
  Daniel Tanuro, agronomist and eco-socialist author, writes 
in his assessment of COP26, “The issue of loss and damage 
is even more explosive by far. Take the example of Somalia. 
It has contributed to 0.00026% of historical climate change 
… but is suffering repeated droughts, clearly attributable to 
warming. In 2020, 2.9 million people were severely food in-
secure. International aid is highly insufficient. Kenya, Ethi-
opia, Sudan and Uganda are experiencing the same drama.”
  Tanuro continues, “Who will pay? And who will pay for fu-
ture disasters? The NGO Christian Aid estimates that, with 
unchanged policies, climate change will cause the GDP of the 
poorest countries to fall by 19.6 per cent by 2050 and 63.9 
per cent as an annual average by 2100. If we limit the tem-
perature rise to 1.5°C, these figures would be -13.1 percent 
and -33.1 percent respectively. The bill for losses and dam-
ages will quickly rise to several thousand billion. The prin-
ciple of financing by rich countries is enshrined in the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, but imperialist 
governments plainly refuse to respect it. Period.”
   People living in one third of the counties in the United 
States experienced climate change-driven billion-dollar ca-

tastrophes with high death tolls such as arctic temperatures in 
Texas, Hurricane Ida, and California wildfires.  Most of them are 
working families with a disproportionate number from Black, 
Indigenous, Latino, and other oppressed communities. 
   One of the most recent climate-related tragedies occurred in 
the U.S. in December as tornadoes ripped through Kentucky and 
Illinois. A heartbreaking scene played out when six died at an 
Amazon facility and eight died at a candle-making factory in 
each of the respective states. Workers’ text messages reveal that 
the companies refused to allow their workers to leave for safety.
    John Leslie, a retired union carpenter and writer for SR News, 
reported, “According to the National Climate Assessment, ‘Some 
extreme weather and climate events have increased in recent 
decades, and new and stronger evidence confirms that some 
of these increases are related to human activities.’ The number 
and intensity of severe storms, which often spawn tornadoes, 
has increased. Tornadoes in December are a rarity, and one of 
the tornadoes on Friday reportedly broke a 100-year-old record 
for the length of time a tornado stays on the ground. Scientists 
also report that what is commonly referred to as ‘tornado alley’ 
is shifting eastward from the Kansas-Oklahoma region and into 
the Mississippi Valley as the planet warms further.”
   Working people in the U.S. and around the world have a cen-
tral role to play in addressing, mitigating, and ending climate di-
sasters. All too often workers' needs are sidelined by corporate 
policy from governments everywhere. Unions can play an im-
portant role in mobilizing workers to fight climate change with a 
just transition from fossil fuel to 100 percent renewable energy. 
   New AFL-CIO head Liz Schuler said in  a “Just Transition” during 
COP26, “We don’t want to repeat the bad policy choices of the 
past that left communities stranded. Free trade, deregulation, 
outsourcing, precarious work, the rise of the gig economy—you 
name it—working people have been short-changed. It can’t be 
like that in the fight against climate change—the stakes are too 
high. The urgency of this moment demands we learn from that 
past. No, we haven’t seen a Just Transition before, but we can 
envision it! Each person, every place included! High road, good, 
union jobs for everyone! Environmental protection. Progress for 
racial justice. Gender equity. A Just Transition to a sustainable, 
equitable future means solidarity.” 

(continued on page 7)
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BLACK LIVES UNDER ATTACK / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

est unemployment of any group of people in the city. “Black and 
Hispanic communities are seeing a weaker recovery in general 
than white people,” a Bloomberg News analysis of the data found. 
“Additionally, the gap between the top and bottom minority un-
employment rates in these same metro areas has widened since 
March, one year after the first Covid-19 lockdowns.”
  The wealth gap between white and Black people, which was 
huge both before and since the advent of COVID-19, has created 
two different experiences throughout the pandemic. Those with 
more resources were clearly better able to survive hardships 
or even come out financially sound due to small changes in dis-
cretionary spending. For the wealthiest people, like Jeff Bezos, 
and massive corporations like Amazon, the pandemic swelled 
their bank accounts as they profited from the exploited labor of 
a mostly Black, Latino, and international workforce based in the 
global South.
   A report on Brookings.edu states, “In 2019 the median white 
household held $188,200 in wealth—7.8 times that of the typ-
ical Black household ($24,100). It is worth noting that levels of 
average wealth, which are more heavily skewed by households 
with the greatest amounts of wealth, are higher: white house-
holds reported average wealth of $983,400, which is 6.9 times 
that of Black households ($142,500; SCF). While median wealth 
is more reflective of the typical household, the scale of average 
wealth is indicative of the outsized levels of wealth held by the 
richest households.”
   The report continues, “The median wealth of single white men 
under the age of 35 ($22,640) is 3.5 times greater than that of 
single white women ($6,470), 14.6 times greater than that of 
single Black men ($1,550), and 224.2 times greater than that of 
single Black women ($101).”
  Furthermore, the recovery promised from the Democrats’ 
“Build Back Better” bill, like most legislative initiatives that 
are grand in appearance, offers more for businesses than for a 
real recovery for workers. Any increase in wages is already di-
minished due to inflation. CNBC reports, “Real average hourly 
earnings when accounting for inflation, actually decreased 0.5% 
for the month. A 0.9% inflation increase negated a 0.4% rise in 
wages.” Real legislation for working people would mean a mas-

sive public works and jobs program, rent controls, single-payer 
health care, food security, and free higher education.
    Crime: Nothing to do with BLM
   The far right advances a narrative that the Black Lives Matter 
(BLM) movement, and protests to defund the police, free people 
from overcrowded jails for COVID relief, and end police violence 
are to blame for an uptick in violent crime. The truth about why 
crime happens is much more difficult to parse out and has more 
to do with the structural composition of life under capitalism. 
For example, at the start of the pandemic Vox reported, “A 60 
percent surge in gun purchases can be followed by more shoot-
ings; trapping domestic violence survivors an abusers under 
the same roof during the quarantine may cause more assaults 
and murders; and Covid-19 has made police outreach work 
even more difficult. The pandemic has also turned families and 
support systems upside down—unemployment is high, schools 
and many summer programs have closed, and people, especially 
from low-income communities and communities of color, have 
faced illness and in their families from Covid-19, making rou-
tines and structures impossible to maintain.”
    The reactionary myths being created around BLM are solid-
ified with public spectacles like protests against critical race 
theory, which include support for book bans and book burnings 
and are endorsed by Republican politicians like newly elected 
Virginia Gov. Glen Youngkin. Toni Morrison’s “Beloved” is an 
example of a book that conservatives want banned because it 
dares to discuss the truths about slavery.
    Meanwhile, Democrats masquerade as being sensitive to the 
issues of the Black community in hopes of winning votes. How-
ever, in the very top political offices, President Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris are two politicians who are pro-police, 
promoters of the carceral state, pro-war, anti-immigrant, an-
ti-environment, anti-worker, and pro-big business—espousing 
policies that deepen Black oppression. Both have a long record 
of implementing and supporting anti-Black policies, including 
Biden’s 1994 crime bill, which paved the way for a deepening 
of mass incarceration and a new Jim Crow era. Harris was even 
condemned by the “left wing” of her own party; a joint state-
ment from the Progressive Democrats of America and Roots Ac-
tion said that Harris “failed for years to hold police accountable 
for gross misconduct in California.”
    Voting rights under attack
   The assault on the basic rights of the Black working class is 
normalized for white elite and working people through legisla-
tive attempts to criminalize Black existence. Rooted in the reali-
ty of the 2020 presidential and special Georgia elections, where 
a record number of Black voters turned out, there is an attempt 
by the GOP to turn back voting rights won over decades of strug-
gle as part of a broader electoral strategy for 2022 and beyond. 
The base is being drummed up over the idea that Biden some-
how stole the election through outright fraud, which included 
mail-in ballots, undocumented immigrants voting, and distorted 
voting machines.
    The Brennan Center for Justice tracked the following: “As of 
July 14, legislators have introduced more than 400 bills with re-
strictive provisions in 49 states. Fueled by the Big Lie of wide-
spread voter fraud and often discriminatory in design, these 
bills have the potential to dramatically reduce voting access, 
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especially for Black and brown voters.”
   While revolutionary socialists don’t view elections as the fun-
damental source of social change for workers, the democratic 
right to vote in elections is an important gain for the working 
class. This is especially true for the Black working class, which 
waged a massive civil rights struggle to win the right to vote in 
the first place.
  Far-right former Trump advisor Steve Bannon is one of the 
most vocal proponents of an electoral strategy that includes 
taking over the GOP precincts and passing laws that restrict vot-
ing rights. ProPublica reported, “GOP leaders in 65 key counties, 
and 41 reported an unusual increase in signups since Bannon’s 
campaign began. At least 8,500 new Republican precinct offi-
cers (or equivalent lowest-level officials) joined those coun-
ty parties. We also looked at equivalent Democratic posts and 
found no similar surge.”
   In Texas legislators are reshaping the voting maps in an at-
tempt to further disenfranchise Black voting power. The gerry-
mandering was so egregious that even the Department of Justice 
had to file suit against the state on Dec. 7, 2021. Vox reports, 
“As the complaint notes, between the 2010 and 2020 census-
es, “Texas grew by nearly 4 million residents, and the minority 
population represents 95% of that growth. Because of this pop-
ulation growth, Texas’s U.S. House delegation expanded from 36 
seats to 38 seats in the decennial redistricting process. Yet Texas 
drew its new maps so that both of the new districts will have 
white majorities, and it also allegedly redrew a third district to 
prevent Latinos from electing their preferred candidate.”
   While many will claim that opponents of Bannon and the GOP 
should lean on the Democratic Party to turn back the racist tide, 
we have seen countless examples of how that party corrupts 
or crushes social movements. The Democratic candidates are 
motivated by self-interest and not a collective will to thwart an-
ti-democratic measures proposed by Republicans. They view 
the fight as one of legislation, negotiations, and wins with nar-
row majorities. But even with a narrow majority in all branches 
of government, the Democrats are unable or unwilling to protect 
democratic rights.
   The Democratic Socialists of America (DSA) are learning this 
lesson as “their’’ candidates compromise campaign promises 
under the slightest pressure from their legislative peers. Even 
“The Squad,” the most “progressive” layer of the Democratic 
Party, has bent to the compromises that come with running a 
capitalist state. DSA member Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, for ex-
ample, has not led a real fight for the Green New Deal proposal 
she co-authored and refused to cast a vote against the $1 bil-
lion pro-apartheid, pro-war Iron Dome bill for Israel, switch-

ing her vote from “no” to “present.” Democratic Congressman 
Jamaal Bowman, another member of the DSA, voted in favor of 
the legislation to fund Iron Dome—selling out the Palestinian 
movement, which has consistently expressed solidarity for the 
Black struggle in the United States. The DSA’s failure to break 
with Bowman is yet another eye opener for those who bought 
into a bankrupt electoral strategy based in the Democratic Party.
   Put 20 million back in the streets!
    The way forward to defend democratic rights will be expressed 
in a revival of mass action in the streets, pushing the labor move-
ment to take up the fight, and toward political organizing inde-
pendent of the capitalist parties.
  Although the courts and the entire “justice” system generally 
work in favor of the capitalist class, significant concessions can 
be won through mass mobilizations. The convictions of Derek 
Chauvin and Ahmaud Arbery’s killers were largely possible be-
cause millions of oppressed people and their allies took to the 
streets demanding justice.
  It is important to recognize, however, that the entire struc-
ture of society, top to bottom, is set up to defend the interests 
of the wealthy elite. Racial divisions are created and promoted 
to drive a wedge in the working class. Decades of austerity for 
the working class has made some white workers, especially in 
suburban and rural areas, vulnerable to far-right-wing agitation 
over issues like critical race theory. “Patriot” groups are popping 
up in many places to fight what they see as an attack on their 
freedoms. This includes disregarding the reality of the COVID 
pandemic, in which Black and oppressed communities were dis-
proportionately affected due to systemic inequalities.
   The rise of far-right, anti-vax, and anti-mask culture has grown 
and festered in the absence of mass working-class organizations 
that can lead a struggle for the health and safety of working peo-
ple. In fact, the labor movement could play an important role by 
demanding the AFL-CIO end its association with police unions. 
A fighting labor movement could join with the social movements 
to fight for single-payer health care to combat racial inequity in 
the event of future pandemics. A labor movement that address-
es transportation, housing, schools, climate, and more will win 
workers away from the influence of far-right propaganda to ed-
ucate a new generation about the meaning of solidarity.
   The lessons learned from the George Floyd movement should 
help orient future efforts. The movement against racism and 
police terror needs mass local, regional, and national meetings 
of Black, anti-racist, labor, and student activist groups to plan 
actions and create demands that are decided on democratically. 
These renewed actions could be the dress rehearsal for a much 
larger movement that can transform the basis of society from 
corporate greed to solidarity. 

Black Lives / continued from page 4     
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BORIC’S VICTORY 
IN CHILE: WHAT’S 
NEXT FOR THE 
WORKING CLASS?

BY ALEX KOLE

In December 2021, Gabriel Boric secured an impressive elec-
toral victory over his opponent, Jose Antonio Kast, winning 
56% of the vote and an affirmation that the majority of Chil-

eans oppose a return to the politics of the dictator Augusto Pi-
nochet’s era.
   What remains to be seen is how forcefully Boric will push his 
progressive agenda in the face of a conservative Congress and 
many to his left who expect him to fight to advance the demands 
protesters raised during the mass protests of October 2019. Of 
course, a Boric administration will certainly face opposition 
from global capital. 
    In this run-off election, voters faced a choice between two can-
didates, who in some ways were starkly different, and in other 
ways regrettably similar. On the one hand, Gabriel Boric rep-
resents a new generation of politicians that have captured the 
enthusiasm of many young Chileans, who see them as willing to 
address the demands of those involved in the 2019 protests. On 
the other hand, Boric’s campaign has revealed his already mod-
erate reformism shifting rightward since the first round in order 
to appeal to middle-class voters fearful of what a leftist president 
might do once in office.
   When Boric won the July primary, he promoted several policy 
positions that would both erode the remaining legislative relics 
of the Pinochet era and also appeal to demands of the 2019 pro-
testers, although in a way that maintains the legitimacy of the 
Chilean state by making it more palatable to those that have con-
sistently fought against it. Boric fits the mold of a social demo-
crat, one who sees reforms to the system as a means to address 
the grievances of his base, students and their allies among the 
working class and poor, while also bolstering the legitimacy of 
the system by making it more ostensibly responsive to popular 
demands.

   During his tenure in Congress, he advocated taxes on Chile’s 
big industry, chief among them mining, increasing government 
spending on social services, and replacing Chile’s private pen-
sion system with a publicly managed one. On the campaign trail, 
he has also spoken in support of forgiving student debt, increas-
ing the minimum wage, expanding public health care, and miti-
gating the effects of climate change. As a congressman and can-
didate in the primaries and initial round, his most controversial 
policy proposal, for his opponents on the right at least, was to 
reform the private pension system (AFP), which was a keystone 
policy among Pinochet’s neoliberal achievements in the 1970s.
  Since the pandemic hit Chile, resulting in mass layoffs, legisla-
tors have voted three times to allow Chileans to withdraw up to 
10 percent of their pension, yet recently rejected a fourth round 
of withdrawals. Boric voted in favor of these measures. His votes 
spooked Chile’s partisans of the neoliberal economic model, 
who say that such measures jeopardize the retirement system 
and undermine the “macro model” that Pinochet initiated. In the 
second round debates, however, Boric asserted that he would no 
longer press for reform of the pension system. Kast pointed out 
that this was a reversal of Boric’s prior position.
  Those who took to the streets in response to a four percent 
hike in subway fares in October 2019 are the product of one 
of the most unequal societies in Latin America. While Chile is 
the wealthiest country in Latin America, measured by GDP per 
capita, most of its wealth has accumulated to its wealthiest citi-
zens. Meanwhile, six in 10 households are unable to cover their 
monthly expenses. Chile’s working class experiences high rates 
of unemployment, especially among women and youth, and 
those with jobs are languishing in low-wage jobs that are di-
minished further by a rising cost of living. Many of the October 
protesters were young students from Chile’s underfunded public 
school system and universities.
  Although a Boric presidency will be considerably more palat-
able than one led by Kast, the reformist brand of politics he rep-
resents has not proven to be successful in the past, and many ac-
tivists appear unwilling to believe that a vote for Boric will result 
in the realization of the radical demands put forth by the protest 
movement’s left-wing.
   In 2020, Chileans voted 78 percent to 22 percent in a plebi-
scite to rewrite the Pinochet-era constitution, and subsequently 
elected delegates to a convention that will carry out the people’s 
mandate. Central to the demands of many protesters are to re-
form Chile’s educational system, health care, and pensions, all 
of which were subject to Pinochet’s neoliberal model that pri-
vatized public services. Yet the constitution remained a pro-mili-

(continued on page 7)
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    Workers in the labor movement need to hold Schuler and all 
unions accountable for waging the struggle locally and even in-
ternationally. Every union should be passing resolutions that 
connect not only their contract fights with climate initiatives 
but also the daily work of the union. Trade unions must connect 
with the broader social movements already actively fighting cli-
mate change.
Maintaining a livable earth should be a key issue for all orga-
nized labor, as working people in our communities are already 
suffering the consequences of climate change. Workers in fossil 
fuel, military, manufacturing, and related industries should not 
be subjected to hardship or elimination of their jobs while com-
panies who have made record profits destroying the environ-
ment simply make new investments.
    A just transition to a renewable energy economy requires the 
equity that comes when unions play a leading role in helping 
lead the way in that transformation. There is an opportunity in 
the current crisis to generate millions of well-paying union jobs 
in developing, manufacturing, and installing renewable energy 
technology, and generating clean energy. This includes hiring of 
laborers and the trades to help retrofit housing and buildings 
to mitigate heat waves, floods, fires, and disruptions to public 
health. We need new nurses, doctors, and health aids to cope 
with climate-induced public health crises. It also includes for-
esters, farmers and civil engineering forces to restore wetlands, 
forests, and agricultural carbon sinks and the development of a 
mass transit infrastructure that includes drivers, track workers, 

Climate / continued from page 3

tary, pro-capitalist constitution at its core, with neoliberal ideas 
enshrined in it.
   It’s important to note that in spite of the significance the con-
vention represents for ridding Chile of Pinochet’s lingering leg-
acy, the constituents to the convention are hamstrung by the re-
quirement that any change to the current constitution be passed 
by two-thirds majority, and all free trade agreements that Chile 
has entered into and judicial decisions hitherto pronounced are 
prohibited from annulment in a new constitution. Additionally, 
if the new constitution is rejected in a plebiscite vote, the Pino-
chet-era constitution goes back into effect. 
   Whatever the outcome of the Constitutional Convention, 
Chile’s youth and working class face serious structural challeng-
es to realizing the demands of October 2019 that lie outside the 
scope of the constitution. Primary among them is closing the in-
equality gap. Given the low rate of taxation on Chile’s capitalist 
class and its subjugation to the requirements of global capital 

CHILE /  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

and all other associated jobs. 
   The fight to win the type of jobs program described above 
is only possible through a mass movement led by Indigenous 
people, workers, youth, farmers, and activists who have fought 
pipeline expansion, fracking, coal-fired plants, mining, and so 
on. More and more working people are participating in the 
movement, recognizing climate change as a real emergency 
and a threat to our quality of life, our livelihoods, and even 
our existence. At the same time, the climate movement must 
oppose any disregard for millions of workers in the fossil 
fuel, military, or related industries, and that training, income 
replacement, and other resources necessary to prepare for 
the transition to a sustainable economy must be established. 
Unions in particular can play a leading role by calling for the 
type of education and emergency public works programs 
needed to remake the country’s infrastructure such as hous-
ing, shortening the workday, mass transit and health care, 
both to lessen the catastrophic effects of climate change and 
to help withstand its effects. 
   We need rank-and-file workers to push union leadership like 
Liz Schuler, Flight Attendants-CWA union President Sara Nel-
son, newly elected Teamster President Sean O’Brien, and more 
to call an emergency congress of labor that partners with allies 
in the environmental movement, international unions, and es-
pecially Indigenous communities—which have played a lead-
ing role in fighting the destructive advance of  climate change. 
That meeting could lay the basis for a real mass fightback for 
a sustainable renewable energy economy that can benefit all 
working people.

and its money and commodity markets, Boric faces a dilemma 
on how to increase government spending for the social services 
he has promised to bolster. It is likely that he will not fulfill these 
promises, and Chile’s wealth and income gap will persist.
   While a Boric presidency may create the space needed to mo-
bilize Chile’s masses, people who seek to realize the demands 
of October 2019 must demand that Boric extend an amnesty to 
political prisoners, withdraw military and police forces from Ma-
puche lands, create free and fully-funded public education and 
health care for all, and insist that all working-class Chileans not 
only have their income tied to inflation, but that they be guaran-
teed a livable pension in their old age.
   The mass protests of October 2019 are responsible for both the 
Constitutional Convention and, indirectly, Boric’s electoral vic-
tory. But only the power of Chile’s student and labor movement, 
along with their allies, can ensure that the most radical demands 
of October are realized.

(continued on page 7)
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By CHRISTINE MARIE

INTO THE STREETS FOR REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE!

Reproductive justice is under attack. Between now and the 
Supreme Court ruling on Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, expected in the early summer, we must take 

to the streets again and again, each time in greater numbers, to 
push back the reactionary assault on legal abortion, access to 
reproductive health, the increasing threats to criminalize Black 
women who miscarry, and to deport immigrants who seek out 
of state reproductive health care.
   Supporters of reproductive rights must seize every local and 
national call for demonstrations in order to widen the circle of 
those joining the mobilizations, as only repeated mass actions, 
coordinated across the country, can push back this threat. We 
cannot rely on the courts. The Supreme Court, in its recent pub-
lic hearing on the Texas law that bans abortion after six weeks 
and provides a bounty for vigilante lawsuits, indicated that its 
majority was predisposed to overturn the landmark 1973 Roe 
v. Wade precedent that made abortion legal in the United States.
   We cannot rely on elected politicians. The Democratic Party, 
while stating its opposition to the Texas and Mississippi laws, 
has not given the green light to the Women’s March or oth-
er mainstream abortion advocacy groups to organize nation-
al mass actions of the kind that won legal abortion in the first 
place. Their strategy, as with the attack on Black voting rights, 
is unclear, but one can surmise that they see the attack on abor-
tion as a potent election issue rather than a life and death matter 
that must be fought by any means necessary. We must make it 
clear that we are going to build such movement with them or 
without them.
   We can only rely on our ourselves to create a groundswell of 
militancy in united-front-type mass demonstrations involving 
Black women’s health organizations, immigrant rights organi-
zations, labor organizations, churches, and other community 
groups.
    As long as there have been restrictions on abortion, women of 
means have been able to find a way to get reproductive health 
care. Campus women are already being helped by advocates op-
erating self-managed abortion assistance networks. Those most 
victimized by illegality and lack of affordable access are work-
ing-class women and marginalized birthing people, especially 
Black women, Native women, Latinas/x, the undocumented, the 
non-binary, and the disabled. If the Supreme Court invalidates 
Roe v. Wade, state laws will prevail. Texas is providing the model 

for those states that want to deny bodily autonomy as a funda-
mental right. Not only surgical but medical abortions, including 
the mailing of misoprostol and supportive telehealth appoint-
ments, have been outlawed.
  According to professors of law Robert L. Tsai and Mary Ziegler, 
the Texas law may end up spawning a surveillance network 
similar to the one that enabled slave bounty systems. “We can 
expect,” they say in a Sept. 23, 2021, New York Review of Books 
article, “that if the law is not struck down, more private individ-
uals and groups will emerge as de facto agents in the enforce-
ment regime. These abortion watchmen will monitor people’s 
movements, and self-appointed citizen enforcers may offer sec-
ond-order bounties for difficult-to-obtain medical information 
and private communications that will now quality as relevant 
evidence in court.”
   In Texas, the meaning of the law for the undocumented has 
already been made plain. Immigrant women, with and without 
papers, fear attempting to travel to another state for any kind of 
abortion as “inland ICE checkpoints” monitor traffic out of the 
Rio Grande Valley. Even for those with papers, failure to have the 
proper documentation or simple racism can result in deporta-
tion. Statistics suggest that a third of immigrants were sexually 
abused on their journey from Central America; obviously, some 
now seek abortions.
  What about Mississippi? Black reproductive justice organiza-
tions that filed amicus briefs in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization have broken down the reality of that state’s 15-
week ban on abortion. They note that the historical context for 
Black women is, of course, “a long and ugly tradition of denying 
people of color reproductive autonomy.” Slavery was built on 
forced childbearing. In the 1960s, the “Mississippi appendecto-
my” resulted in the forced sterilization of, perhaps, 60% of that 
state’s Black female population.  Black women in Mississippi are 
three times more likely than white women to die in childbirth. 
And Black women who miscarry due to inadequate health care 
are increasingly jailed for harming a “child.”
  The fight for reproductive justice under capitalism has been 
unceasing, and the failure to secure it has been a nightmare for 
working people. The effort to create a mass movement devot-
ed to abortion access, maternal health, and economic justice for 
all is a prerequisite for any real advance in working-class rights. 
Such a movement can strengthen the fight for a new econom-
ic and social system based on human needs rather than private 
profit.  


